
 

In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow In Flanders Fields. 
Col John McCrae 

The Royal Canadian Legion, Orillia Branch 34             
215 Mississaga St., E Orillia, Ontario L3V 1W2 

April 2023 

Vetôs Gazette 

 

Congratulations! 
At the Honours and Awards ceremony held in January, Branch 34 President 
Rick Purcell presented the Presidentôs Award to Public Relations Officer Rob 
McCron and thanked him for his contributions to the branch over the past 

few years. 
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Branch Officers 

 

President -  Rick Purcell                                705-330-4815 

Immediate Past President - Bob Thomas      705-325-4695                        

1st Vice-President Chuck Penny                   705-955-2548 

Treasurer  - Brian Robertson              705-327-1825 

John Cropper                705-325-0580 

Neville Gale                705-326-1312 

Rob McCron                 705-687-7390 

Sandra Evans                705-826-8977 

Michel Rousseau                705-241-6302 

Cathy Colwill                705-350-0126 

Padre Gerry McMillan                                705-329-0338 

Padre      Terry Bennett               705-329-0289 

Padre      James McKean               705-325-3859 

Sergeant-at-Arms   

Colour Sergeant  -   

Service Bureau ï Peter DeVillers                  705-326-2198 

 

 

 

 

Committee 

Poppy ï John Cropper 

Membership  -  Cathy Colwill 

Sports   - Neville Gale. 

Ways and Means - Michel Rousseau, Sandra Evans 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Youth Education  -  Kate Palmer  

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball ï Rick Purcell 

  Soldiersô Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

 

 

 

 

Office Personnel 
Administrator                               Laura Simpson 

Office            705-325-8442 

Bar                                       705-325-1266 

  

   

 

 

 

Special Events 
Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn               

        Angela Paylor             705-323-9759 

 

Special Committees Chairpersons 
Legion Crest Complex    Peter DeVillers        705-326-2198 

 

Pipe Band Manager      Heather Shelswell     705-484-5433 

Sick & Visiting             Jane Lawson             705-330-1056 

 

      

                  

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 

 
President Brenda Watt (705) 325-8104 

1ST Vice President  Bev Brennan      (705) 331-3195  

2ND Vice President Pam Webb (705) 796-0755 

Secretary Sheila McInnis (705) 321-8594 

Treasurer Bev Brennan (705) 331-3195 

Sports Officer Pam Webb (705) 796-0755 

Sgt at Arms Sandra Evans (705) 826-8977 

Membership  Stacie Swinton (705) 826-2108 

 

Executive Committee  & Chairs 

 
Banquet convenor Dorothy Cotter (705) 955-1884 

Ways & Means  - Craft Sale  - Darts                       
Sherry Campbell    (705) 715-8861                                            
Candy Cashel   (705) 826-7907      
Jane Lawson                (705) 330-1056 

Sick & Visiting Bev Brennan (705) 331-3195 

Phoning Captain     Sharon Ross  (705) 727-9654       
Monday Cards     Sandra Evans    705) 826-8977 

 

 

 

Address Vetôs Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer,  

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34          

   215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com
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Presidentôs 

 Message 

T he Legion is running fairly smoothly at this time. 

  
The sports teams are starting to do 
competitions and beginning to wind 

down for the season.   
 The Legion has been running the 
hospitality room at the Terrier hockey 
games. Their games have been every 
Saturday. They are now in their playoffs.   
 Our elections are coming up in MAY. 
A couple of our executive members have 
moved on. There will be a number of 
positions open. If you are interested in 
helping the Legion to run, please let Laura in 
the office or Rick Purcell know.  
 Nominations for executive positions 
are made at the April General Meeting with 
the elections taking place on May 4.             
 Rob McCron and I have been 
working on a memorial for Hunter Boats who 
built Fairmile boats for the Canadian Navy,  
Stan Peacock, a 16 year old apprentice 
electrician and Air Cadet with 99 Lynx Air 
Cadets who died in an explosion on the last 
Fairmile to be built in 1943, and the two 
Orillia Fire Department members who 
received King George medals for Police and 
Fire for rescuing the remaining men on 
board and putting out the fire.  We just 
received approval from the City of Orillia for 
the memorial. We are hoping to have it built 
and installed by October 2023, which will be 
the 80

th
 Anniversary of the explosion. We 

are looking for donations to help us 
purchase, build, and install the memorial. 
Donations can be dropped off at the Legion 
office.                                                            
 Some of the Executive attended the 
Legion Zone E5 Convention on March 11

th
, 

and the Legion District E Convention on 
March 31, April 1 and April 2.                        
 Friday evenings are one of the main 
evenings we have at our Legion. Meat darts 
and draws start at 5:00 and Fun Darts start 
at 8:00. Come out and meet new people and 

enjoy some darts. 

 If you havenôt renewed your 
membership, please come in to the Legion 
between 12:00 and 4:00 and renew for 
2023.  Bring in a friend to join. It will help the 
legion. 

 Come in for a few pints. Support 

YOUR  Legion. 

Yours in Comradeship 

Rick Purcell,        

President, Branch 34  

 
 
 

Sick and Visiting 
 

Hello Comrades : 

I tôs been a while since our Sick & Visiting Committee has been up and running.  We 
are taking steps towards changing that. 
 Retirement homes identified as 
having vets as residents are Birchmere, 
Trillium Manor, Oak Terrace, Hillcrest, 
Leacock Home and Sundial. We will 
concentrate on servicing them first.   
 Moving forward we will be dropping 
Gazettes off and keeping in touch with 
coordinators.  If a vet requests a visit we will 
do our best to make that happen.   
  I am delighted to report the hospital 
has been amazing. They will distribute 
Gazettes and connect us with vets who 
would like a visit. Thank you to Kristen 
(patient relations OSMH). 
 
~ One vet at a time, one visit at a time .~ 
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of your 
Sick & Visiting Committee 
 

Jane Lawson   
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Youth Education 

E ach year, in the fall, the branch holds a Poster and Literary contest for local school students..  The theme of the posters, essays and poems is Remembrance.  This year we 

received more than 400 entries from the 15 schools in our area.  The entries are judged and 

the top three winners in each category receive certificates and a small cash prize.  This year 

the awards were presented at an evening Pizza Party.  Many of the winners are shown in the 

bottom picture.  The entries of the first place winners in each category advanced to the Zone 

E5 competition, Zone E5 Youth Education chair Kate Palmer presented awards to zone 

winners and are shown in the top right picture.  In the spring the branch hosts a public 

speaking contest. Unfortunately this contest does not draw a lot of interest.  At one time public 

speaking was included in the school curriculum. That no longer happens at all schools. We did 

however continue with the contest and the winners in the Junior and Intermediate categories 

advanced to the Zone E5 competition.  They are shown in the bottom right photo with a 

participant from Huntsville Branch 232. The two winners of the Zone E5 contest, one from 

Orillia and one from Huntsville advanced to the District E contest and although neither of them 

took first place they represented our Zone very well. 


