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In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow In Flanders Fields. 
Col John McCrae 

R o y a l  C a n a d i a n  L e g i o n ,  O r i l l i a ,  B r a n c h  3 4 
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Vetõs Gazette 

The display case at the main entrance to the branch decorated by      
Comrade Will Kinghorn  to commemorate Remembrance Day.  

Welcome Back ! 
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Branch Officers 

President  - Bob Thomas                               705-325-4695 

Immediate Past President Chuck Penny       705-955-2548 

1st Vice President -  Rick Purcell                  705-330-4815 

2nd Vice President  -  

Treasurer  - Brian Robertson           705-327-1825 

  
John Cropper             705-325-0580 

Neville Gale             705-326-1312 

Bob Dimaline             705-259-0591 

Rob McCron              705-687-7390 

Ralph Bernard             705-259-0931 

Annette Mathias                           705-955-1046 

Jackie Verbeek             647-607-9071 

Will Kinghorn             705-259-3232 

Padre Gerry McMillan                               705-329-0338 

Padre      Terry Bennett            705-329-0289 

Padre Tony Rennett                      705-329-0289 

Padre      Mathew Trottier 

Sergeant-at-Arms  - Ron Wood                     705-327-8686 

Colour Sergeant  -  Gerry Henry 

Service Bureau ï Peter DeVillers                  705-326-2198 

 

Committee 

Poppy ï John Cropper 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 

House - Will Kinghorn 

Sports   - Neville Gale. 

Ways and Means - Ralph Bernard 

Seniors  - Jackie Verbeek 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Youth Education  -  Kate Palmer  

Track & Field  -  Jamie McIsaac 

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball ï Rick Purcell 

  Soldiersô Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

 

Office Personnel 
Administrator                                               Laura Simpson 

Office            705-325-8442 

Bar                                        705-325-1266 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Events 
Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn               

        Angela Paylor             705-323-9759 

 

Special Committees Chairpersons 
Legion Crest Complex    Angela Paylor  705-323-9759 

Pipe Band Manager  Linda Buchanan    705-326-5470  

Sick & Visiting                Bob Dimaline     705-259-0591 

 

 

                  

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 
President  -  Brenda Watt  705-325-8104 

 Immediate Past President   

Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

1st Vice President  - Bev Brennan 705-331-3195 

2nd Vice President  - Sherry Campbell 705-715-8861 

Secretary  -  Sick & Visiting           Bev Brennan                        

705-331-3195    

Treasurer  -  Carol Macksey  705-644-4020 

Sergeant-at-Arms  Sandra Evans   705-915-1036 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 705-955-1046 

Sports Officer  - Brenda Watt 705-325-8104 

Executive 

Funeral Lunches  Cathy Wackett  705-325-7874 

Monday Cards  -  Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

Soup & Sandwich Lunctheons  -                                  Deb Stanton  

- 705-325-4240 

Ways and Means Convener, Retirements, Birthdays, Anniver-

saries, Small weddings                                          - Dorothy Cotter 

705-955-1884 

Craft ShowðCandy Cashen 705-826-7907 and Sherry Campbell 

705-715-8861 

Phoning Captain  - Sharon Ross 

 

Address Vetôs Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34            

215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

 

 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com
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Presidentôs  

Message 
Hello Comrades.  

I  
 hope you survived the holiday 
season, and were able to spend time 
with your families. Well, I have to 
say Iôm glad 2020 finally went away, 

and wonôt be missed. Itôs been a tough year 
for many Canadians across Canada, but we 
will survive. It has also been tough on many 
legion branches, as some have closed, and 
many near closing. Our branch is doing 
fairly well, thanks in part to Bingo and Darts 
returning. But with the ever changing rules, 
we are taking it one day at a time. 

 November saw a change in how we 
addressed Remembrance Day activities. 
Several events were cancelled including 
Rama Remembrance service and the local 
legion church service. As you know we 
prerecorded our service at the monument in 
Veteransô Park across from the legion. On 
November 11 we showed it on our 
televisions, at the branch. Several members 
attended the solemn occasion, and a light 
lunch and cake were served.  Iôd like to 
thank Monteith Building Group Ltd. who 
donated the cake, and James from Trail 
Walk Caf®, who donated the food.  
Hopefully in 2021 we can get back to doing 
things at the hospital cenotaph,  and 
everything else.  

 We had our annual Turkey shoot held 
on Dec. 5

th
 and 12

th
. It was held on 2 

Saturdays, because  we were only allowed 
50 members in the branch. To 
accommodate all members, we decided to 
hold it on consecutive Saturdays. Thanks to 
all for supporting the branch, as they were 
successful.  

 On December 14
th
 the area went into 

the Red Zone, which meant we had to close 
the legion again, because we were only 
allowed 10 members in the Branch.  Within 
days of closing the Premiere announced 
that the province was going into lockdown.  
At the time of writing this report, we will be 
closed for a minimum of 28 days.  Hopefully 
not much longer unless they extend the 

conditions. 

Time will tell. 

 Please stay safe and hope to see you 
all in 2021. 

 

Yours in comradeship 

Bob Thomas  

President, Branch 34 

 

 

 

 

Remember 

 

Thereôs no longer blood on distant shores 

It was taken to sea by the tide. 

All that remains are crosses small  

As a reminder of soldiers there who died. 

Some returned standing straight and tall  

But seldom tales of war they tell. 

And late at night they still recall  

Those months they spent in hell. 

Now we enjoy our freedom 

Because their purpose has been met. 

So if ever you do meet one  

Be sure to thank a Vet. 

 

In memory of my Grandfather, Father, three 
Uncles an Aunt, two Brothers, a Brother-in-
law, a Nephew and all the brave veterans 
who served with great pride and dignity. 

WE SHALL NEVER FORGET.  

 

Bob Dimaline  
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More Pictures from Remembrance Day 
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    Ladies Auxiliary 

Presidentôs Report 
Dear Comrades  

A 
s we approach yet another 28 day 

lockdown in hopes of reducing the 

out of control Covid 19 numbers,  I 

wish you all a Happy New Year , 

stay safe,  keep the faith that life will get 

better and that 2021 will get better . 

Until we meet again ,  

Yours in Comradeship  

Brenda  Watt                                    

President, Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary 

 

Sick and Visiting 

D  
ue to the Covid 19 pandemic I 
haven't been able to visit the 
hospital but I'd like to wish 
everyone a Happy New Year and I 

hope they stay safe and enjoy good health. 
 
Yours in comradeship 

Bob Dimaline  

 

 

 

Membership  
Report    

O 
ur total membership as of 
December 31, 2020 is 1,049 
members.  We have 14 new 
members who joined in the month 

of December.  We had 861 Early Bird 
renewals since the beginning of September.  
This in a large part is due to the Robo Calls.  
Also a big thank you to Colin Taylor who 
made many phone calls at the beginning of 

December to let members know that the 
price for December was $60.00.  
Membership dues as of January 1st are now 
$65.00. 

 
Respectfully Submitted 

Annette Mathias  

Membership Chairman 
 

Operation Santa Claus 
was a success. 

T 

he Legion proudly supports Support 
Our Troopsô Operation Santa Claus 
program which provides gift 
packages to every Canadian 

Forces member deployed.  This past 
Christmas, through Dominion Command, the 
legion sent over 2,500 gift packages to our 
troops thanks to the support of our 
membership. 

   Last Post 
Lest We Forget 

Scott, Pte Darlene Mabel,  Canadian     
Army Militia, Ordinary member, Branch 34, 
85 years old. 07/12/2020 

Sinclair, Lt, Ian William., Canadian Navy 
(reserve) Ordinary member, Branch 34, 87 
years old. 01/03/2021 

Stockdale, Trooper Lloyd Lindsay,       
Canadian Army (reserve). Ordinary Member 
Branch 34.  83 years old, 01/05/2021 

McCracken, Ret. Major Norman T.J. 
Queenôs Own Rifles of Canada. Ordinary 
Member Branch 34. 88 years old 
02/01/2021 

Heitzner, Audrey Joan, Associate Member 
Branch 34.  82 years old. 02/09/2021 

 

At the going down of the sun     
and in the morning                     

We Will Remember Them 

https://dl-mail.ymail.com/ws/download/mailboxes/@.id==VjN-z5lIM0Z3ug9Z3q2pe0wbwjUGVAtMuXZ_folATiCnRBEB94kRfIl8lz4XOP-Zc32w7y26jCFXvtNlIkkx9lyegg/messages/@.id==AGrlLOIN2sohX8fXEQz8OHULYNs/content/parts/@.id==2/raw?appid=YMailNorrin&ymreqid=77cd639f-6e0e-53f3-
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House  

Report 

H  
ere we are in mid December, and a 
new Black Friday for Legion Branch 
34. Despite the daily routines of 
disinfecting and co-operation of our 

staff, members and guests regarding hand 
washing and social distancing, we have been 
forced into the ñred zoneò for our area. The 
Legion was a haven, a place to get away from 
those maddening non-complying folks. A 
relaxing spot to talk with others and enjoy the 
Legion and it's offers. 

 In an effort to keep the main entrance a 

welcoming area, and following our 
Remembrance month decor we kept the 
display very light and festive for the 
Christmas and New Year season. We 
offered as part of the presentation an 
option to purchase a ñfestiveò mask. I am 
pleased to report that all but one mask was 
picked up. Final result was a donation of 
$115.00 for the Branch. Thank You!! 

 The Branch was also decorated for 
the season in the Tri-Service Room, Navy 
and Vimy Rooms and comments on how nice 
the branch was looking have now been over-
shadowed with our closure. 

 Daily routines for maintenance and 
cleaning are ongoing with no major issues to 

report. 

Museum:  

 We have drafted a legal document for 
when items are donated to the Branch 34 
Museum. It basically states the donation(s) is/
are accepted and the right to exhibit, store, 
share as we should so desire. They are now 
the property of RCL Branch 34. All special 
notations regarding ñIn Memoriumò will be 
honoured as usual.  

 Many comments regarding how the 
museum has been revamped are positive. 
Concerns regarding exhibits are addressed 
and corrected. Have yet to receive any 
suggestions if there may be something special 
they would like to see. Remember, this is 
YOUR museum, and it is a good one! 

 

Will Kinghorn  

House & Museum Chairman 

Orillia Mayor Steve Clark, left joined Branch 34     
President Bob Thomas and Poppy Chairman 
John Cropper for the raising of the Poppy Flag at 
the Orillia Opera House.  The Mayor read a    

proclamation declaring the weeks of November 1 
to 11 as Poppy Week in Orillia 
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Poppy   

A 
s always 

October and 

November was 

a very busy 

time for the poppy committee. This year 

because of the Covid restrictions we were 

forced to cancel our annual Poppy Tag Days. 

We were able though to place countertop 

boxes in stores and business around town 

and the public responded generously..  Thank 

you to those legion volunteers who looked 

after the various routes as well as those who 

came in to help count the receipts.  Even 

without the revenue from the tag days our 

campaign receipts of $30,830.35 were only 

down just over $5,000 from last year.  In 

December volunteers prepared 100 gift backs 

to be delivered to veterans in nursing and 

retirement homes.  Thanks to Lauraôs 

children, Addisonðpictured in the top photo 

and Rowan in the middle photo for coming in 

to help unwrap all of the bag itemsða huge 

job. Pictured below are those who helped fill 

and deliver the bags, from the left: Bob 

Thomas, Laura Simpson, Marg Robertson, 

Brian Robertson, Barb Thomas, Peter Gould, 

Rick Purcell, Linda DeVillers and Peter 

DeVillers. THANK YOU ALL SO MUCH 
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  Remembrance Day 2020 
Our  annual Remembrance Day Ceremony took on a different look this year as we 
were not able to gather at the Cenotaph at Soldiersô Memorial Hospital because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic.  Instead, a scaled down ceremony involving both Branch 
34 and the Army Navy Air Force Unit 400 was held in late October at Veteransô 
Memorial Park.  The event was expertly filmed by Rogers Cable T.V. and broadcast 
at 11 a.m. on November 11th.  The two pictures immediately below are two of our 
padres, comrades Gerry McMillan and Terry Bennet, in the left picture and Don 
MacKenzie laying a wreath in the right picture as seen through the t.v. screen.  At 
the bottom are from the left: Chuck Penny, Jack Hird, Rick Purcell and Harold  
Rowden who laid wreaths. On the facing page centered around the memorial are 
clockwise from the top left: Branch 34  Ladies Auxiliary President Brenda Watt, 
President of ANAF Unit 400 Jack Gillard, piper Brenda Remy, Parade Marshal 
Gord Tait and Colour Sergeant Gerry Henry, buglar Mark Smith,  Harold Rowden 
and Jack Hird; Harold Durant Jr. lowers the branch banner; and the colour party 
from the left  - Bev Hoy-Tait, Harold Durant Jr., Ray Canning and Rich Percy.  
Special thank you to Rogers Cable for doing such an excellent job of filming and 
editing this ceremony 
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Legion responds to Office of the 
Veterans Ombudsman report 

Jan 19, 2021 

òThe Royal Canadian Legion supports all 

recommendations released in the Office of 
the Veterans Ombudsmanôs report. Of 
particular note, we ask Veterans Affairs 
Canada to push for legislative and financial 
changes to ensure that family members 
including former spouses, survivors and 
dependent children, can access federally 
funded mental health care when their illness 
is related to the conditions of a Veteranôs 
service. This should happen whether or not 
the Veteran is in treatment. We believe 
mental health care must extend to family 
members in their own right who provide a 
crucial support system for our Veterans.ò  

Thomas D. Irvine , CD,                                             

Dominion President,                                            
The Royal Canadian Legion 
 

Read the report here: https://ombudsman-

veterans.gc.ca/en/publications/reports-

reviews/mental-health-treatment-benefits-for-

family-members  

Why I like Retirement 

Question: How many days in a week? 

Answer: 6 Saturdays and 1 Sunday 

Question: When is a retireeôs bedtime? 

Answer: Two hours after falling asleep on the 

couch. 

Question: How many retirees does it take to 

change a light bulb? 

Answer: Only 1 but it might take all day. 

Question: Why donôt retirees mind being call 

Seniors? 

Answer: Becomes it comes with a 10% 

discount. 

Question: Among retirees what is 

considered formal attire? 

Answer:  Tied shoes 

Thank You 
Because of the changes made to this 
yearôs Remembrance Day service         
organizations that normally place 
wreaths were not allowed to do so.    

However many of the organizations did 
make contributions to the Poppy Fund 

and we thank them. 

 

Legion Crest Complex 

Lily of the Valley Chapter 141 

Ontario Provincial Police Assoc. Branch 18 

Soldiersô Memorial Hospital 

Couchiching Rebekah Lodge  

Legion Crest Complex Phase 1 Tenants 

Legion Crest Complex Phase 2 Tenants 

Orillia District Chamber of Commerce 

St. Markôs Presbyterian Church 

City of Orillia 

Simcoe County Elementary School Teachers 

Knights of Columbus #1428 

Orillia Fish & Game Conservation Club 

Rotary Club of Orillia 

First Christian Reformed Church 

Canadian Union of Postal Workers 

TIE Club 

Carson Funeral Home 

Catholic Womenôs League 

Orillia Lions Club 

Georgian Bay Metis Council 

Glenn Wagner 

Kiwanis Club of Orillia 

Orillia Soldiersô Memorial Hospital Nurses 
Alumnae 

IOOF Geneva Lodge #320 

Westmount Congregation 

 

 

https://ombudsman-veterans.gc.ca/en/publications/reports-reviews/mental-health-treatment-benefits-for-family-members
https://ombudsman-veterans.gc.ca/en/publications/reports-reviews/mental-health-treatment-benefits-for-family-members
https://ombudsman-veterans.gc.ca/en/publications/reports-reviews/mental-health-treatment-benefits-for-family-members
https://ombudsman-veterans.gc.ca/en/publications/reports-reviews/mental-health-treatment-benefits-for-family-members
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President Bob Thomas asked House chairman 

Will Kinghorn to do some research about the 

wooden door in the Vimy Room.  The new 

plaque on the door reads as follows:. 

 Northern's Railway Station was built at 
the bottom of Peter Street at King Street. 
When it's tracks reached Orillia in 1873, the 
Midland Rail built it's station at the foot of 
Mississaga Street behind the present 
Champlain Hotel. The Grand Trunk Railway 
eventually took over the two routes, itself 

evolving into the Canadian National Railway. 

 Where the two rival railroads crossed, 
called the diamond, the Canadian National 
built the present station, which became the 
Chamber of Commerce Building. 

 The Canadian Pacific Railway built a 
track to Orillia in 1910 with a station, which is 
now the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34 at 
the foot of Mississaga Street. The Legion took 
over in 1930. 

 

A Little Bit of History 

On Remembrance Day, Branch President Bob 
Thomas and Comrade Will Kinghorn laid 
wreaths at the Georgian College Cenotaph 
(above), St. Andrewôs St. James Cemetery 
(below) as well as Rama, St. Michaelôs      
Cemetery and  the Uptergrove Cemetery.    

Comrade Wayne Hawkins, as he has done for 
several years, also placed a wreath at St.     

Andrewôs-St. James Cemetery 
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Branch 34 

 and our 2020 
Remembrance Day 
Celebration 

R 
emembrance Day was also 
complicated because of COVID-10 
We tried may ways to try to have an 
actual Remembrance Day 

Celebration, but the Health Department did 
not want to allow social gatherings which 
would go over 100. And they did not want us 
to hold an actual Remembrance Day 
celebration at Orillia Soldiers Memorial 
Hospital because of the risk of too many 
people attending. 

 So they convinced us to do a virtual 
Remembrance Day Service. We planned a 
Remembrance Day Service at Veterans Park, 
the park beside the Legion. We had all the 
normal personnel in attendance, our Legion 
pastors, the Colour Party, one buglar, and the 
piper, along with the President of the Legion, 
the President of the Army Navy Air Force, the 
President of the Legion Ladies Auxiliary and 
the President of the Army Navy  Air Force 
Ladies Auxiliary 

 We invited a small number of Legion 
members, and a small number of Army Navy 
Air Force Members. 

 We did the complete Remembrance 
Day Program as we would have at the 
hospital, and had it taped by Rogers Cable, 
who played it on cable 10 at 11:00 on 
November 11

th
, and several times during the 

day. 

 We were not allowed to have 
dignitaries, so we only had a small number of 
legion members, and a small number of Army 
Navy Air Force members. We invited 5 
veterans to place 5 wreaths, representing 
Canada, Veterans who have served, the 
Legion, the Army Navy Air Force, and Orillia 
Soldiersô Memorial Hospital.  

 The Legion was open on 
Remembrance Day and a large number of 
Legion members attended. We watched the 
taped Remembrance Day Service and 
enjoyed a small snack and comradeship.  

 We thank all that attended and 
participated in the Virtual Remembrance Day. 

We hope you all stay safe. 

And we hope you all have a Merry Christmas, 
and Happy New Year. 

 

Rick Purcell  

1
st
 Vice President 

 

From the             

Provincial President 

Comrades, I have reviewed the current 

pandemic situation and its associated 

restrictions impacting the operation of our 

Branches and other facets of our 

organization. Currently there is no clear 

insight as to when Elections, in compliance 

with the General By-Laws of the Commands 

and the Rules of Procedure for Legion 

Meetings, can be convened. The below 

Declaration was drafted as a motion was then 

moved, seconded and carried at Provincial 

Executive Committee meeting dated 18 

February 2021 by the members in attendance 

Therefore, I find it necessary to make the 

following declaration under the authority 

provided in Section 505, and pursuant to 

Section 418.a. of The General By-Laws as 

follows:  

DECLARATION NO. 9 ï 2021                       

All Branch elections, and transitions to a new 

Executive, and the General By-Laws of 

Command and Branch Regulations pertaining 

to Branch Elections, will be suspended 

pending a return to full Branch operations. 

The Provincial Administrative Committee will 

monitor and review the current and forecasted 

pandemic impact, including all applicable 

protocols, and report to the Provincial 

Executive Council 

Garry Pond                                             

Provincial President  




