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In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow In Flanders Fields. 
Col John McCrae 
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2 1 5  M i s s i s s a g a  S t .  E . ,  O r i l l i a ,  O n t a r i o  L 3 V  1 W 2 

Vetõs Gazette 

Memorial Cross Presentation 
At  the recent Veteranôs Dinner 1st Vice-President Chuck Penny had the honour of making 
a special presentation.  The Memorial Cross was presented to Lana Kegel and Fraser Kegel. 
They are the daughter and grandson of Joe and Jean Kenny.  It was determined that Joeôs 
death in 2020 was related to his service in the Second World War. Jean accepted the award 
on behalf of her grandson who was not able to attend. The Memorial Cross is an award that 
has been granted since 1919 to the loved ones of Canadian armed forces personnel who died 
in service or whose death was attributed to their service. It is granted by the Government of 

Canada and is frequently referred to as the Silver Cross  
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Branch Officers 

President -  Rick Purcell                                705-330-4815 

Immediate Past President - Bob Thomas      705-325-4695                        

1s Vice-President Chuck Penny                    705-955-2548 

2nd Vice President - Ralph Bernard              705-259-0931 

Treasurer  - Brian Robertson           705-327-1825 

  
John Cropper             705-325-0580 

Neville Gale             705-326-1312 

Bob Dimaline             705-259-0591 

Rob McCron              705-687-7390 

Annette Mathias                           705-955-1046 

Padre Gerry McMillan                               705-329-0338 

Padre      Terry Bennett            705-329-0289 

Padre Tony Rennett                      705-329-0289 

Padre      Mathew Trottier 

Sergeant-at-Arms   

Colour Sergeant  -   

Service Bureau ï Peter DeVillers                  705-326-2198 

 

 

 

Committee 

Poppy ï John Cropper 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 

Sports   - Neville Gale. 

Ways and Means - Ralph Bernard 

Seniors  - Jackie Verbeek 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Youth Education  -  Kate Palmer  

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball ï Rick Purcell 

  Soldiersô Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

 

Office Personnel 
Administrator                                               Laura Simpson 

Office            705-325-8442 

Bar                                        705-325-1266 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Events 
Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn               

        Angela Paylor             705-323-9759 

 

Special Committees Chairpersons 
Legion Crest Complex    Angela Paylor  705-323-9759 

Pipe Band Manager  Linda Buchanan    705-326-5470  

Sick & Visiting                 

                  

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 
President  -  Brenda Watt  705-325-8104 

 Immediate Past President   

Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

1st Vice President  - Bev Brennan 705-331-3195 

2nd Vice President  - Sherry Campbell 705-715-8861 

Secretary  -  Sick & Visiting    Bev Brennan      705-331-3195    

Treasurer  -  Carol Macksey  705-644-4020 

Sergeant-at-Arms  Sandra Evans   705-915-1036 

Membership  -  Annette Mathias 705-955-1046 

Sports Officer  - Brenda Watt 705-325-8104 

Executive 

Funeral Lunches  Cathy Wackett  705-325-7874 

Monday Cards  -  Theresa Bernard   705-259-0931 

Soup & Sandwich Luncheons  -    Deb Stanton  - 705-325-4240 

Ways and Means Convenor, Retirements, Birthdays,               

Anniversaries, Small weddings  - Dorothy Cotter 705-955-1884 

Craft ShowðCandy Cashen 705-826-7907 and Sherry Campbell 

705-715-8861 

Phoning Captain  - Sharon Ross 

 

 

 

 

Address Vetôs Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer, Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34            

215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

 

 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com
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Presidentôs  

Message 
Comrades 

T he branch re-opened in the 
middle of July and is holding 
steady.  We are allowed 50% of 

capacity which is enough to be able to 
make money on most days. 

 Steak barbecues were held every 
two weeks during the summer to sold out 
crowds.  One Friday was chicken instead 
of steak.  Thanks to Ralph Bernard and 
his volunteers for working so hard.  Meat 
darts were held on alternate Fridays and 
were quite successful.  

 James, an outside caterer started 
serving breakfasts on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday mornings. These have been 
welcomed and quite successful. 

  Kate Palmer,  Brian Robertson, 
Chuck Penny and I attended the National 
Convention  which was originally 
scheduled for 2020 in Saskatoon.  It was 
held virtually this year which meant that 
we could take part from our own home if 
desired. We chose to join with some of our 
zone comrades at the Huntsville Legion. 

 A number of the Executive also 
attended the Zone E5 Convention in 
Warminster on September 18 and the 
District E Convention also in Warminster 
on October 2

nd
 and 3

rd
. 

 Dart leagues started on September.  
These events will bring in a lot of people to 
the legion and will be good for the branch 
financially. 

 Bid euchre and regular euchre also 
returned to the Legion in September. 

 Welcome back to the dart players 
and the card players. We are starting to 
see the Legion come back to life. 

 On September 22 we saw a new 
phase of COVID. Everyone entering the 
Legion will have to show proof of 

vaccination.  Without proof of vaccination  
you will not be able to come into the 
Legion and participate in events.  We 
hope that the COVID restrictions will be 
removed in the next few months so that 
we can fully open and begin to host 
Celebration of Life events  birthdays  and 
anniversaries. 

 Early bird memberships have 
begun . Come back and renew your 
membership and encourage friends to 
come and join. A portion of membership 
dues help the branch. 

 Welcome back .  Hope to see 
everyone at the branch.                             

 

Yours in comradeship: 

Rick Purcell  

President Branch 34 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Ladies Auxiliary will 
serve, for pick up, their first  

Take Away    
Tuesday Dinner 

Tuesday, October 26 
The menu features Ham and 
Scalloped Potatoes,                

two vegetables, roll and dessert. 

 

$15.00 per person 
Tickets will be available at the 
bar and must be purchased by 

October 20. 

 

This is the first of what the Ladies 
Auxiliary hope will be a monthly  
or possibly a twice monthly take  

out dinner 

 

Lets give them our support! 



PAGE 4 VETõS GAZETTE 

 

 The meaning of opaque is unclear 
 
 I wasn't going to get a brain transplant but 
then I changed my mind. 
 
 Have you ever tried to eat a clock? It's very 
time consuming 
 
 A man tried to assault me with milk, cream 
and butter. How dairy! 
 
 So what if I don't know the meaning of the 
word 'apocalypse'? It's not the end of the   
world. 
 
 Police were called to the daycare center. A 3-
year old was resisting a rest. 
 
The other day I held the door open for a 
clown. I thought it was a nice jester. 
 
 I used to have a fear of hurdles, but I got 
over it. 
 
 Did you know they won't be making 
yardsticks any longer?  
 
 My tailor is happy to make a new pair of 
pants for me. Or sew it seams. 
 
 What is a thesaurus's favorite dessert? 
Synonym buns. 
 
 A relief map shows where the restrooms are. 
 
 There was a big paddle sale at the boat 
store. It was quite an oar deal. 
 
 How do they figure out the price of 
hammers? Per pound. 

 
 

 

 

Royal Canadian Legion 
releases ñItôs our Dutyò 

position paper 
August 30, 2021 

Outlines issues of immediate importance to 
Veteran well-being                                        
OTTAWA, ON, 30 August 2021 ï The Royal 
Canadian Legion released its 2021 ñItôs Our 
Dutyò position paper to all Canadian Members 
of Parliament recently. The paper outlines the 
organizationôs current advocacy agenda. 
Among other priorities, the Legion wants to 
see: 

¶ Immediate tackling of the backlog of 
disability applications; 

¶ culture change within the CAF related to 
reporting and handling of sexual misconduct; 

¶ a sharper focus on homelessness including 
a pan-Canadian strategy to combat Veteran 
homelessness; 

¶ widespread improvements to the long-term 
care system. 
The Legionôs full advocacy agenda can be 
found at www.Legion.ca.  

 ñWe will continue to closely monitor 
progress and share feedback. Canada now 
has sufficient background and evidence-based 
input from support organizations to improve 
things dramatically - right now,ò says Bruce 
Julian, Dominion President.  
 The Legion is asking Canadaôs 
government and all MPs to reduce the number 
of reports and meetings that rehash the same 
problems and concepts, and to take immediate 
action. The Legion develops and updates its 
advocacy positions annually, based on 
feedback from members, experiences working 
with Veterans and partners across the country, 
and progress on the mandates presented to 
Veterans Affairs Canada and the Department 
of National Defence. 

https://www.legion.ca/advocating-for-veterans/advocating-for-change
http://www.legion.ca/
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Ladies Auxiliary 
Presidentôs Report 

G ood Bye Summeré.Hello Fall 

Once again, my report for the 
Ladies Auxiliary really does not have much 
to report.  Like everybody else during this 
pandemic we have been put on hold: No 
Soup & Sandwich Luncheons, No 
Celebrations of Life, No New Members. 

 However, things are looking a little 
brighter.  We did: Coffee & Muffins, Soup 
and Sandwich on October 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 for the 

District E Convention in Warminster, The 
Veterans Dinner October 5

th
 and will do a 

Celebration of Life on October 16
th
.   

 My concern is we need new 
members who are willing to volunteer so we 
can move forward as a Ladies Auxiliary.  At 
the moment we have 33 paid up members 
which is not enough for us to continue. 

 Our 1
st
 Vice President also has the 

role of Secretary and Treasurer, the 
President also doubles as the Sports Officer 
and Ways and Means.  We have only 6 
working volunteers.  We do not have 
enough hands if we are asked to do a 
Christmas Party that requires a hot meal. 
Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary has been in 
service to the Branch for 93 years.  We 
have one of the longest serving members.  
Doris Micks is a 73 year member. 

 For now we will continue to limp 
along with what we have and hope that 
members who have not paid their dues will 
do so.  Annette Mathias is at the Legion 
most days to accept payments and enlist 
new members.  

 We are planning Take Away 
Tuesday Dinners.  This will be a hot dinner 
for pick up.  The first dinner will be on 
Tuesday October 26

th.
   The menu is Ham, 

Scalloped Potatoes 2 Vegetables, Roll and 
a Dessert for $15.00.  Tickets will be 
available at the Bar and must be purchased 

by October 20
th
.  The plan is to have the 

Take Away Dinner once a month and if it 
works we might do it every other Tuesday. 

 Please consider becoming a member 
and being part of an amazing organization. 

 

Yours in Comradeship 

Brenda Watt  

Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary President 

 

Membership 

A s of September 14, 2021 we have 946 paid up members for 2021.  We 
also have 18 new members. The robo call 
was sent out to all paid 2021 members for our 
early birds and as a result we already have 
112 early birds paid for 2022.  Everything is 
going well at this time and I would like to 
thank Cathy Colwill for all of her hard work 
helping me.  Thanks as well to Sherry Mills.  
Please come to the branch and get your early 
bird price for 2022.  You can pay by cash, 
cheque or go on line. 

Respectfully submitted                          

Annette Mathias                             

Membership Chairman 

The Trail Walk Café  

Offers  

BREAKFAST 
In the Vimy Room 

 Every Friday from 7 to 11:30 a.m. & 

(Fri. time change takes affect in Nov.) 

Saturdays & Sundays 8 to 11:30 a.m. 

Full breakfast menu 

Show you Legion membership card                 
for a discount 
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Operation Service Dogs 

This is one of the many worthwhile 

funds that we donate to with money 

raised through the Poppy Campaign 

M eet Smeagle and his sister Kili from the Hobbit litter.  They are 

black Labrador Retrievers and are 15 months 

old. Smeagleôs handler is Gail Morgan-Smith 

from Barrie, Ontario. Kili belongs to Maggie 

Van Tassel of Craighurst Ontario.  Both dogs 

are certified services dogs for PTSD.  The 

dogs were trained and tested by CARES INC. 

in Concordia Kansas.  These dogs are trained 

to perform tasks such as  -  nightmare 

intervention, anxiety awareness, keeping us 

grounded before a panic attack sets in and 

will go to our six when in a line up so folks 

canôt come up from behind and startle us.  

These dogs provide us with a meaningful 

purpose, having responsibilities such as 

feeding, watering, walking and socializing the 

dogs.  The biggest one is the overall well 

being of the dog.  We trained for a week in 

Kansas at CARES, INC with the dogs to learn 

how to be handlers.  We practiced the proper 

words of command and had to pass a public 

access test.  It was an amazing experience 

and we are so grateful. Thanks you to 

CARES, INC. Paws for Thought, Royal 

Canadian Legion Ontario Command 

Branches and Ladies Auxiliaries 

(Operation Service Dog) and Wounded  

Warriors Canada 

Respectfully,  

Gail Morgan - Smith and Smeagle 

and  Maggie Van Tassle and Kili  

 

Volunteers         
Needed 
Organizations like          

Branch 34 succeed because of 
the people who give freely of 
their time to make things 

happen. 

Help is always needed and 
welcomed, whether its   

covering the door, helping with 
Bingo, selling draw tickets on 
Friday nights or other 

activities. 

If you can assist in anyway 
please contact Laura in the 

office or at                       
705-325-8442 
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Royal Canadian Legion 
statement on 

Afghanistan crisis 
August 27, 2021 

OTTAWA, ON, AUGUST 27, 2021 ï The 
Legionôs Dominion President Bruce Julian 
issued a public statement today regarding 
help for Veterans during the current crisis in 
Afghanistan.                                        
 ñThe Royal Canadian Legion stands 
ready to support our Veterans impacted by 
the ongoing tragic events unfolding in 
Afghanistan. We know there is great distress 
right now and we are here to help. Please 
reach out to our Branch or Command Service 
Officers if you need assistance. Our thoughts 
and prayers remain with you, your families, 
comrades, and Afghan friends.ò 

Any Veteran needing assistance can contact 
a Legion Service officer in their region: https://
www.legion.ca/support-for-veterans/contact-a-

service-officer.  

Alternatively, they may contact Dominion 
Command Veterans Services: 
Toll-free: 1-877-534-4666 
Fax: 613-287-0122 
veteransservices@legion.ca  

 

 

Poppy                 
Campaign 

 

Following last yearôs decision to cancel 
the Poppy Tag days The City of Orillia 
has granted permission for us to      

conduct our annual  

POPPY TAG DAYS  
this year on 

Friday, November 5 and                              
Saturday, November 6 

 
The sign up board will be on 
display shortly so please 
remember your pledge and 
volunteer an hour of your 
time to assist with this yearôs  

campaign. 

 

Counter top boxes will 
also be distributed to 
local businesses.  If you 
can help please let the 
office know.  With the 
closure of Warminster 
Branch 619 we will have 
a much larger area to 

cover 

Thank You 

Be an 

Early Bird 
Pay your  

2022 dues  

NOW! 

https://www.legion.ca/support-for-veterans/contact-a-service-officer
https://www.legion.ca/support-for-veterans/contact-a-service-officer
https://www.legion.ca/support-for-veterans/contact-a-service-officer
mailto:veteransservices@legion.ca
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Quilt of  
 Valour 

O n July 21, 2021, Len Thorne was presented with a Quilt of 
Valour for his dedicated 

service to his Country. Len served in 
the Royal Canadian Navy from 1964 to 
1973 as an Aviation Technician on 
HMCS Annapolis and Assiniboine and 
HMCS Iroquois.  

  Len was awarded the Canadian 
Forces Decoration in January 1973 
and the Governor Generalôs Sovern 
Medal in 2019 

 Len has been doing the Sick and Visiting with the Royal Canadian Legion and the Army 
Navy Air Force and has done close to 2000 personal visits thus far.  

 Over the years Len has served on various positions of the executive for Branch 34. 

He is a most-deserving recipient of the Quilt of Valour. 

  The Quilt of Valour was designed and made by Julie Dubeau.  This is the second Quilt 
of Valour designed and made by Ms. Dubeau and presented to veterans at Orillia Branch 34 of 
The Royal Canadian Legion.. 

 

Military Service Recognition Book 
The Royal Canadian Legion Ontario Command 

 As the òKeepers of Remembranceó, Ontario Command is 

proud to publish an annual Military Service Recognition 

Book to identify and recognize many of our Veterans in 

Ontario, who have either served or are still serving in our 

Canadian Armed Forces, the Commonwealth or Allied 

Forces.  

Our eighth book is now available at Legion Branches and 

we are accepting submissions for our 9th edition. 

We invite you to submit stories of Veterans and Military 

Service Personnel who have touched your life.  Submission 

forms are available at the branch or online at 

www.on.legion.ca 

 

 

 For more information phone: 

1-855-845-8387 
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Ways and Means 
             

Hello comrades  

I  hope you all had a good summer with the lockdowns and all. I finely have 
something to report.  We  had four successful 
BBQs in the last two months.  All sold out with 
a limit of sixty-six tickets because of Covid 19, 
a whole new experience to maintain proper 
distancing and face masks. Thanks to all that 
cooperated. These events could not have 
been possible without a very good group of 
volunteers.  My sincere thanks to all.  
 Donôt miss our annual Turkey Shoots to 
be held December 4 and 11 at 1 p.m.  Watch 
the bulletin boards for  details 

        

 Respectfully submitted 

 Ralph Bernard  

 Ways and means chairman 
 
 

  * * * * * * 
 
How did the man who made the first clock 
know what time it was? 
 
How important does a person have to be 
before they are considered assassinated 
instead of just murdered?? 
 
I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I 
learned that most people die of natural 

causes. 
 
What disease did cured ham actually have? 
 
Why do doctors leave the room while you 
change??? They're going to see you naked 
anyway.  
 
 

Remembrance    
Day 

Thursday, November 11 

 
The City of Orillia has given 
Branch 34 approval to hold 
the Remembrance Day 
ceremony and parade 

 

Unfortunately at this time we do 
not know what exactly that will 

involve. 

 

We need to be in contact with the 
Health Department a week 
before November 11 to confirm 

the details. 

Hopefully details will be 
advertised in Orillia Today and 
Orillia Matters once they are 
known  and members will likely 
be notified by our automated 

calling system. 

We are hoping that this yearôs 
Remembrance Day will be close 
to a normal Remembrance Day 

 

Lest We Forget 
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Dominion Convention 

I t was a long way from Saskatoon but the 48th biennial convention of Dominion 
Command was finally held.  Scheduled to be 
held in August of 2020 in Saskatchewan the 
convention was held virtually on August 13 to 
15, 2021.  By meeting virtually delegates were 
able to attend the convention from their own 
homes.  The Orillia delegates however decided 
to join with approximately 10 others at Huntsville 
Branch 232 and we thank Zone Commander 
Betty Smith and the ladies auxiliary for their 
hospitality.  While the proceedings were shown 
on a big screen each delegate was armed with 
their own laptop in able to take part in the voting 
process. Rick Purcell, Brian Robertson and Kate 
Palmer went to Huntsville while Chuck Penny 
participated from his home.  Friday started with 
three seminars and was suppose to see the 
election of the new Dominion President and vice
-president.  However a glitch in the system 
meant that elections had to be delayed until 
Saturday.  Seminars dealt with communications, 
homeless veterans and membership.  During 
the membership seminar we learned about the 
proposed launch of electronic membership 
cards in the fall of 2021,   We also heard about 
Member Rewards.  Later in the day on Friday 
over 200 delegates from Ontario Command met 
on Zoom to listen to the candidates running for 
positions on Dominion Commandôs executive 
committee.  With the computer problems sorted 
out elections and other business were able to 
proceed. There were 883 registered delegates 
who carried 1,384 
proxies for a voting 
strength of 2,267. 
Voting for officers 
is usually a 
procedure that 
takes several 
hours.  Electronic 
voting showed the 
results in a matter 
of minutes  -  
absolutely 

amazing.  Bruce Julian of Ontario Command 
was elected as president. And Owen Parkhouse 
is the new first vice-president. The three vice 
presidents are: Berkley Lawrence, Sharon 
McKeown and Brian Weaver.  Mark Barham and 
Bill Chafe remain as treasurer and chairman 
respectively.  During the convention delegates 
heard reports from all standing committees and 
voted on more than 20 resolutions dealing with 
topics including veterans and seniors, Poppy 
and Remembrance, Membership, Constitution 
and Laws and Public Relations.  Greetings were 
brought from representatives of other Veterans 
organizations in the United States, Australia, 
New Zealand and the United Kingdom.  In his 
closing remarks to the convention, newly 
elected president, Comrade Julian said  ñI am 
thankful for this opportunity to work more closely 
with our dedicated members and volunteers 
who keep this organization functioning.  We 
have a strong foundation of almost 100 years of 
supporting our Veterans and communities, and I 
want to continue building upon that. I also want 
to help mould an organization that all 
Canadians, in our truly diverse country, will want 
to join.ò  The Legionôs Dominion Convention is 
usually held every two years at various locations 
across the country. The original date of 2020 
was moved to 2021 due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. This means the newly elected 
Executive team members will serve a three-year 
term instead of two, and the next Dominion 
Convention will be held in 2024. It will take place 
from August 23-29 in Saint John, New 
Brunswick.  

 



Orillia              
 Scottish Festival 

T he Orillia Scottish Festival committee hopes everyone is 
staying healthy and well.  The committee 
would like to thank everyone who stopped 
by and/or volunteered at our modified 
Orillia Scottish Festival that took place this 
past July as part of the City of Orillia See 
You on the Patio Downtown program. We 
had a great time connecting with people: 
many who indicated that they canôt wait for 
the next parade and to folks who hadnôt 
heard about the festival. Through the sale 
of special edition Orillia Scottish 
Festival  buttons and donations we were 
able to raise $1035 for the festival. If you 
havenôt picked up your limited edition 
button, please connect with a committee 
member to do so as it is our main source 
of revenue.  
 As we look ahead to 2022, the 
Committee is continuing to follow the 
current provincial and federal Covid 19 
restrictions and guidelines  and hopes to 
offer some exciting events and 
opportunities over the coming 
months.  While it is too early to confirm, we 
are optimistically anticipating a return to 
Branch 34 and Couchiching Beach Park 
for the weekend of July 15th, 16th and 
17th, 2022. We hope to safely welcome 
back our vendors, bands and entertainers 
in person this year, so be sure to mark the 
dates on your calendar!!! 
 Ways to support one of the longest 
running festivals in Orillia : 
¶ Buy a limited edition Scottish Festival 
2021 button honouring essential workers. 
They are only $5 and the proceeds go 
towards keeping the festival viable  
¶ Connect with the Chairs to volunteer 

time to planning the festival and 
fundraisers 
¶ Follow us on social media and share 
our content with friends  
o Facebook - @orilliascottishfestival 
Website - scottishfestival.ca 
Instagram - @orilliascottish 
 
Sincerely, 

Angela Paylor and Carrie Dunn  

Angelapaylor@mac.com and carriedunn@
rogers.com 
Co-Chairmen 
 
Before my surgery the anethesiologist offered 
to knock me out with gas or a boat paddle.  It 
was an ether/oar situation! 
 
I have a pencil that used to be owned by 
William Shakespeare. But he chewed it a lot 
and I canôt tell if itôs 2B or not 2B 
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Last Post  
Lest We Forget  

Furman, Pte. Henry Bernard, Cdn. 
Gren Guards,  Ordinary member Branch 
34, 65 years old. 08/20/2021  

Castellan, Flight Lieutenant Peter. 
Royal Canadian Air Force,  Ordinary 
member Branch 34, 103 years old. 
08/31/2021  

Steele, Nancy Associate Member 
Branch 34, 07/31/2021, 92 years old 

Hatch, Mildred Associate Member 
Branch 34, 08/25/2021, 94 years old 

 

At the going down of the sun and 
in the morning                           

We Will Remember Them  

http://scottishfestival.ca/
mailto:Angelapaylor@mac.com
mailto:carriedunn@rogers.com
mailto:carriedunn@rogers.com
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BRANCH #34 
 

 Financial Summary for the 3 months ending August 31, 2021 
                                                           3 Months ending        3 Months ending  
                                                           August 31, 2021          August 31, 2020 

 

Bar revenue                                             $ 15,838                      $ 11,398 
Cost of goods sold                                        7,524                           5,293       
Gross profit                                              $   8,314                      $   6,105 
Gross Profit %age-bar                                  52.5%                          53.6% 

 

Committee revenue                                  $ 6,607                        $    905 
Committee expenses                                   5,002                              695 
Committee profit(loss)                               $ 1,605                         $   210  

 

Revenue-Ways & Means                          $ 3,764                         $ 1,058 
Expenses-Ways & Means                               599                               ----- 
Ways & Means profit                                 $ 3,165                         $ 1,058  

 

Revenue-Normandy Room                       $11,540                        $11,750 
Expenses-Normandy Room                               ---                               -----  
Normandy profit                                         $11,540                        $11,750 

 

Member Fees-net                                       $ 970                            $ 716 
 

Other Income                                             $ 2,102                          $ 155 
Expenses 

Building                                                      $11,645                         $17,205 
Payroll                                                          11,867                             3,702 
Administration                                                8,860                           11,113 
Total Expense                                           $ 32,372                        $ 32,020 

 

Net Profit (loss)                                           $ (4,676)                       $(12,026) 
 

Cash and GICs less payables/reserves    $44,589                          
Bingo Bank Account                                  $    800 
Nevada Bank Account                               $ 3,300  
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Treasurerôs 
Comments  

 

October 6, 2021 
Financial Statements August 31, 2021 
Profit & Loss June 1 to August 31, 2021: 
Because of the Wuhan Virus Pandemic and 
the resulting shutdowns of the Branch, prior 
year comparative figures have little meaning 
when trying to compare year to year. 
Detailed financial statements are available 
at the Branch. A few financial highlights are 
listed below: 
1.The Branch opened on July 16, 2021 with 
capacity limited to 102 patrons.  Bar 
revenue to August 31, 2021 was $15,838. 
Other revenues to August 31 were Wage 
Subsidies of $11,192, net Ways & Means 
revenue of $3,165, Bingo/Kitchen rent of 
$11,540, Regalia revenue of $1,605, 
Membership net fees of $970 and 
Donations of $2,102.  Gross profit on bar 
revenue was 52.5%. 
2. The Geneva Bingo and Trail Walk 
Catering opened on July 21, 2021 with 
capacity limited to 70 patrons. Legion/Trail 
Walk Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
breakfasts started July 30. 
3. Building and Administration costs were 
$20,505. Wages were $23,058.  Wage 
subsidy was $11,192 and 49% of wages 
paid.  
4. The Legion had a loss of $4,676 to 
August 31, 2021 compared with a loss of 
$12,026 in 2020.  
Balance Sheet-August 31, 2021: 
1. Retained earnings at August 31, 2021 
were $77,995. 
2. Cash on hand was $108,161.  
3. Accounts payable & reserve liabilities 
were $63,572 leaving a net cash balance of 
$44,589 at August 31, 2021. 
4. The Bingo and Nevada bank accounts 
have a balance of $4,500. 
Government Grants; 
CEWS- This is a wage subsidy grant where 
up to 85% of the wages of the employees, 
who were not laid off, were recovered from 
the Government if revenues have dropped 
at least 30% from the previous year.  The 

Government has extended this wage 
subsidy through to October 25, 2021 but will 
reduce the wage recovery amount using a 
decreasing percentage monthly. Under this 
Plan, for August 2021, the Legion recovered 
49% of wages paid.  
CECRA/CERS- This was a rent subsidy for 
landlords of 50% of the rents paid by their 
tenants (Geneva Bingo & Trail Walk 
Catering).  We have received all of the 
subsidies allowed under this subsidy that 
ended in September 2020. The Legion 
received rent from Nevada Bingo for 
October through December 2020 but full 
rent from the caterer may not be received 
due to reduced revenues. Legion lessees 
claimed rent subsidies under CERS and the 
Legion received $23,399 for rent from 
January through May, 2021. The Legion 
received $9,140 rent subsidy and $2,200 
from tenants for June to August 2021. 
CERS has been extended to October 25, 
2021. 
ONTARIO TRILLIUM GRANT & HORIZON 
SENIORS GRANT- The Branch applied for 
an Ontario Trillium Grant to replace the 
Branchôs HVAC system and the Grant was 
approved in April 2021 in the amount of 
$149,250 of which $119,400 was received 
in May 2021. We will receive $15,000 at the 
end of October 2021 and the balance of 
$15,000 in May 2022 after the final report is 
filed. 
A $25,000 Horizon Seniors Grant to replace 
the Normandy Room air conditioner was 
received in March 2021 and the air 
conditioner is now installed.  
ONTARIO SMALL BUSINESS GRANT- 
The Branch applied for this Grant that 
recovered taxes and utilities from December 
26, 2020 to May 31, 2021. 
PIB/AVIVA INSRANCE-The Orillia Legion 
filed notice of a Business Interruption Claim 
with limits up to $50,000 and Dominion 
Commandôs class action lawsuit has now 
been approved to go forward.   
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REOPENING THE BRANCH:  
The Branch was reopened on July 16, 2021. 
1. Opening hours are 12:00PM to 6:00PM-7 
days a week. The weekly 50/50 Toonie 
draw resumed July 16, 2021 and is drawn 
every Friday. 
2.  Pool tables are now open and Ladies, 
Menôs and Mixed darts commenced in 
September as well as Monday and Tuesday 
Euchre.  Friday Meat darts/draws started on 
Friday, July 30, 2021 at 4:30PM.  Legion/
Trail Walk Friday, Saturday & Sunday 
breakfasts started July 30.  
3. Members and guest will be admitted in the 
Legion through the main Entrance. Proof of 
double vaccination and Photo ID must be 
shown to enter the Legion. Masks must be 
worn and can be removed only while eating 
or drinking. A list of rules for Members during 
this Virus problem will be posted. Smokers to 
use designated space beside Main Entrance 
and on patio. Everyone entering the Branch 
must sign in for contact tracing purposes.  
 

Respectively submitted, 

Brian Robertson  

Treasurer 

   

Cloudy skies and the threat of rain didnôt stop a 
small group of veterans with Post Traumatic 
Stress Disorder (PTSD) from enjoying a fishing 
outing on Lake Couchiching .  Organized by 
Ontario Operational Stress Injury (OSI) the 
event was hosted by Orilliaôs Royal Canadian 
Legion Branch 34. 
          Ten OSI members including two Silver 
Cross Mothers, one Silver Cross Father and I 
Silver Cross family member enjoyed the 
morning fishing in Orillia.  One OSI member 
was accompanied by his Service Support Dog. 
They enjoyed lunch at the legion following their 
time fishing. 
          An operational stress injury (OSI) is any 
constant psychological problem resulting from 
operational duties performed while serving in 
the Canadian Forces (CF) or as a member of 
the RCMP. OSI is used to describe a broad 
range of problems which can include 
diagnosed medical conditions such as anxiety 
disorders, depression, PTSD as well as other 
conditions that may be less severe, but still 
interfere with daily functioning.  Legion 
branches across Ontario work with OSI to give 
veterans an opportunity to meet socially 
          The OSI group is looking for a number of 
boat owners who would volunteer to take a 
group of around 12 people out on the lake 
fishing.  If you are interested please call Rick 
Purcell at 705-330-4815. 
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District E Fall      

Convention 

O n October 2 and 3 five members of our branch, Rick Purcell, Brian 

Robertson, Kate Palmer, Rob McCron and 

Ralph Bernard attended the District E fall 

convention in Warminster.  It was the  first 

full in-person meeting of members of our 

district since the start of the pandemic in 

2020.  It was great to be back with so many 

comrades  Comrade Brian Harris, vice-

president of Ontario Command brought  

greetings from the Provincial President and 

answered a lot of concerns brought forward, 

especially about those dealing with poppy 

funds. On a  high note the 39 branches in 

our district donated 

      $198,195.00 
to the various funds supported by the Legion 

including, Homeless Veterans, Service dogs, 

Charitable Foundation, Bursaries, Youth 

Education, the Hospital Trust fund, 

Operation Vet Build, and track and field. 

 The convention was very well 

attended and well organized.  On a sad note 

though, it was announced that Branch 619 

has surrendered their charter and is closing 

their doors for good.  We will miss them. 

 

 

 
 

Zone E5 Commander Betty Smith, Zone 
E4 Ladies auxiliary Commander Sue 
Swinton, Provincial Command Chairman 
Brenda Deacon and Branch 619 

President Mary Thompson (seated) get 
ready for the Parade at the District E Fall 

Convention 

District E Pro Cathy Morton, left and 
District Commander Crystal Cook, 
right presented Kate Palmer with an 
Ontario Command plaque recognizing 
the Vetôs Gazette as the best bulletin 
in Class A (branches over 1000 
members) for the 2019-2020 term. 

Branch 34 delegates 
to the District E Fall 
Convention: Brian 
Robertson, Ralph 
Bernard, Rick Purcell 
and Kate Palmer.  
(Rob McCron was 
behind the camera) 
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Veteranôs Dinner 2021 
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Veteranôs Dinner 2021 


