
 

In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow In Flanders Fields. 
Col John McCrae 

The Royal Canadian Legion, Orillia Branch 34             
215 Mississaga St., E Orillia, Ontario L3V 1W2 

January 2023 

Vetôs Gazette 

Thank You 
Thank you very much to our amazing Ladies Auxiliary.  They donated 
$15,000.00 to the branch at the general meeting in December.  Ladies 
Auxiliary President Brenda Watt is shown here presenting the cheque to 
Branch President Rick Purcell. A wonderful and much appreciated early 

Christmas present  Thank You 
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Branch Officers 

 

President -  Rick Purcell                                705-330-4815 

Immediate Past President - Bob Thomas      705-325-4695                        

1st Vice-President Chuck Penny                   705-955-2548 

Treasurer  - Brian Robertson              705-327-1825 

John Cropper                705-325-0580 

Neville Gale                705-326-1312 

Rob McCron                 705-687-7390 

Sandra Evans                705-826-8977 

Michel Rousseau                705-241-6302 

Cathy Colwill                705-350-0126 

Padre Gerry McMillan                                705-329-0338 

Padre      Terry Bennett               705-329-0289 

Padre      James McKean               705-325-3859 

Sergeant-at-Arms   

Colour Sergeant  -   

Service Bureau ï Peter DeVillers                  705-326-2198 

 

 

 

 

Committee 

Poppy ï John Cropper 

Membership  -  Cathy Colwill 

Sports   - Neville Gale. 

Ways and Means - Michel Rousseau, Sandra Evans 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Youth Education  -  Kate Palmer  

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball ï Rick Purcell 

  Soldiersô Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

 

 

 

 

Office Personnel 
Administrator                               Laura Simpson 

Office            705-325-8442 

Bar                                       705-325-1266 

  

   

 

 

 

Special Events 
Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn               

        Angela Paylor             705-323-9759 

 

Special Committees Chairpersons 
Legion Crest Complex    Peter DeVillers        705-326-2198 

 

Pipe Band Manager      Heather Shelswell     705-484-5433 

Sick & Visiting            

 

      

                  

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 

 
President Brenda Watt (705) 325-8104 

1ST Vice President  Bev Brennan      (705) 331-3195  

2ND Vice President Pam Webb (705) 796-0755 

Secretary Sheila McInnis (705) 321-8594 

Treasurer Bev Brennan (705) 331-3195 

Sports Officer Pam Webb (705) 796-0755 

Sgt at Arms Sandra Evans (705) 826-8977 

Membership  Stacie Swinton (705) 826-2108 

 

Executive Committee  & Chairs 

 
Banquet convenor Dorothy Cotter (705) 955-1884 

Ways & Means  - Craft Sale  - Darts                       
Sherry Campbell    (705) 715-8861                                            
Candy Cashel   (705) 826-7907      
Jane Lawson                (705) 330-1056 

Sick & Visiting Bev Brennan (705) 331-3195 

Phoning Captain     Sharon Ross  (705) 727-9654       
Monday Cards     Sandra Evans    705) 826-8977 

 

 

 

Address Vetôs Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer,  

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34          

   215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com


Page 3 January 2023 

Presidentôs 

 Message 
Comrades, 

D ue to Covid the last couple of years have been a challenge for everyone.
 The Legion seems to have weathered 
the storm, but there is a lot of work ahead of 
us. 

 We had a lot of problems during the 
construction on Mississaga St. but that has 
been completed and now we have clear 
access to the Legion. 

 The Orillia Legion is doing well with 
membership but other revenues are falling. 

This is YOUR CLUB. We need you to come 
to the Legion for the Legion to be 
successful. What do you want to happen to 
make this Legion, YOUR Legion, more to 
your liking, to your needs, and more 
successful. 

 We need members to step up to the 
plate. We need members to come up with 
suggestions of how to bring revenue into the 
Legion. We need members to volunteer for 
events. 

 Legion Executive elections will be 
held in April of this year. We need members 
who are interested in making the Legion a 
success to run for election to the Executive 
Committee. We need your ideas. We need 
your support.  

 Lets make 2023 a great year for 
Branch 34. 

 I, as well as all the Executive of the 
Branch 34 wish everyone a Happy New 
Year for 2023. 

 

Yours in Comradeship 

Rick Purcell,        

President, Branch 34   

 

 

Ladies Auxiliary  

Presidentôs Report 

A s I write this report we have had Christmas.  Joe and I are very 
fortunate to have our families close by and 
did not have to travel.  We will have rung in 
the New Year with hopes that it will be even 
better than the last year, but people are still 
getting Covid so we still have to be cautious. 
 The Ladies Auxiliary had a great 
year.  We were able to donate $15,000.00 to 
the branch  -  thatôs a lot of egg salad and 
salmon salad sandwiches but we are lucky 
to have a great group of volunteers to help 
us.  Branch 34 L.A, unlike so many other 
Auxiliaries, continues to draw new members 
who are willing to volunteer their time.  
 On a sad note we lost Carol 
Macksey, one of our Life Members. 
 behalf of Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary I 
wish everyone a safe and healthy New 
Year, 

Yours in comradeship  

Brenda Watt  

President Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary 
 

 

  

The Cookie Monster made an          
appearance at the Childrenôs       
Christmas Party in December.    
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Hunter Boats and 
Fairmile 

R ob McCron and I have been working on 

the Hunter Boats/Fairmile story.          

 Most people in Orillia know of Hunter 

boatworks which was located at the waterfront 

across from where the Legion is today (then 

the railroad station). 

 Hunter Boats made pleasure boats in 

Orillia. During WW 2 the Navy asked Hunter 

Boats, as well as other boat builders in the 

area, to make boats for the war effort. Hunter 

Boats made the Fairmile. 

 The Fairmile was close to the US PT 

boat. A shallow draft shore patrol boat. 

 Hunter Boats made 6 Fairmile boats for 

the war effort. 

 On October 13, 1943 one of the 

Fairmile boats getting ready for water trials 

had a fire and then an explosion in the engine 

compartment which killed 16 year old Stanley 

Peacock, an apprentice electrician on the 

Fairmile. 

 Stanley Peacock was also an Air Cadet 

in The 99 Lynx Air Cadet in Orillia. The 99 Lynx 

Air Cadet Squadron is still operating in Orillia 

today, one of the oldest Air Cadet Squadrons 

in Canada. 

 The Orillia Fire Department responded 

to the fire and rescued 6 workers, but Stan 

Peacock was blown out of the boat and was 

not found until the next day. He died in the 

explosion. 

 Two fire fighters, Capt. Robert Jones 

and Lt  Dan MacLeish received the King 

George medal of bravery for Police and Fire 

Fighters. Only 10 of these medals were given 

out in Canada, and Orillia received two of 

them. 

 If the Fire Department had not put out 

the fire and rescued the workers, the 

explosion that would have happened would 

likely have blown up the train station and 

killed many innocent people. 

 Pictures of these two fire fighters along 

with their medals are on display at the main 

fire station in Orillia if you want to do some 

research or see the medals. 

 An Air Force veteran, Ray Raaflaub, 

who lives in Orillia, went to school with Stan 

Peacock. 

 Ray Raaflaub has worked with the 

Orillia Legion and the Barrie Air Force 

Association to get some recognition for Stanley 

Peacock, Hunter Boats, and the Fairmile. 

 Bill Sergeant, the President of the 

Barrie Air Force Association along with Ray 

Raaflaub have held a recognition ceremony at  

St James Cemetery  on July 13th for the past 

three years.. 

 Branch 34 along with Ray Raaflaub and 

the Barrie Air Force Association and Steve 

Sanderson of  Signature Monuments are 

working with the City of Orillia to erect a 

monument at the Orillia Waterfront to 

recognize Hunter Boats, Stanley Peacock, and 

the Fairmile.  

 We are hoping to have this monument 

approved by the City, built and installed before 

Oct 13th 2023, which will be the 80th 

Anniversary of the explosion and death of 

Stanley Peacock.    

 We are currently working with the City 

to have this monument, and its location on the 

waterfront, approved.  We are also asking for 

donations towards the monument to have it 

built and installed by October 2023. Donations 

can be dropped off or mailed to the Orillia 

Legion. 

 

Respectfully submitted 

Rick Purcell and Rob McCron  
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 Youth Education 
 

T his year we had 430 entries in the annual Poster and Literary contest.. Three 
hundred and seventy two of them were 
posters while the remaining 58 were either 
poems or essays.  Needless to say the judging 
was very difficult. I want to thank Comrade 
Mike Howell for delivering all of the information 
packages to 15 of the 17 schools that we 
serve. It is a big job and greatly appreciated..
 The entries of the 12 first place winners 
were sent to the Zone E5 competition where  
we earned 3 firsts, 6 seconds and 3 third place 
prizes.  Congratulations to all of the students.  
The entries of the three first place winners 
have been forwarded for judging in the District 
E competition.    
 We are looking forward to holding the 
branch Public Speaking contest on Sunday, 
February 26. Because of the Covid 19 
restrictions it will be the first public speaking 
contest we have been able to conduct since 
2020 and hope that we will have a good 
turnout of speakers.  
 
Yours in comradeship 

Kate Palmer  

Youth Education Chair 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Lest We Forget 
 

Lest we forget their sacrifices, for they have 
given us freedom                                
Everything we have, but at what cost                    
Soldiers giving up their future for our safety 
The trauma they put themselves through for us 
 
We stand for two minutes while they stand 
their whole life                                    
Everything they have given us, but we are still 
ungrateful 
 
Freedom they have given , but we still take it 
for granted                                                              
Our future which we have because of them 
Remember all they have done for us, for 
without them there is a chance we would not 
be here                                                                       
Gratitude, which we have, but still donôt always 
show                                                                                                  
Every life that was lot for our benefit                                  
The tears their families shed when they realize 

Sick and Visiting                    
Volunteers 

We are looking for volunteers to join 
the sick and visiting committee.  

Volunteers make regular visits to  
area nursing homes to spend a little 
time with veterans who welcome a 
visit from a friendly face. Visits are 
also made to veterans and        

members in hospital (when hospital 
restrictions allow visits.) 

Branch 34 volunteers work with    
volunteers from The Army, Navy, Air 
Force Unit 400 who have done a 
great job keeping this committee   

active. 

Contact the branch office if you 
are  interested in helping. 

Intermediate Poem 
2nd Place 

 By Kira Barker 
Notre Dame Catholic School 
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Remembrance Day 2022 
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Remembrance Day 2022 


