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In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow In Flanders Fields. 
 

Col John McCrae 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Congratulations! 
At the Volunteer Appreciation Day held at the branch in April, Branch President 
Rick Purcell  presented the Presidentôs Award to long-time volunteer Harold (Bernie) 
Durant Jr. in recognition of all of his help at Branch 34.  Long service pins were also 
presented to many members.  70 Year member Eric Gibson was unable to attend so 
Past President Kate Palmer travelled to London, Ontario to  present Comrade Eric 

with his 70 year pin.                                                 
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Branch Officers 

 

President -  Rick Purcell                                705-330-4815 

Immediate Past President - Bob Thomas      705-325-4695                        

1st Vice-President Chuck Penny                   705-955-2548 

2nd Vice -President Rob MvCron              705-687-7390 

Treasurer  - Brian Robertson              705-327-1825 

Cathy Carde                705-350-0126 

Sandra Evans                705-826-8977 

Michel Rousseau                705-241-6302 

Barry VanKoughnett               705-350-0261 

Jane Lawson                705-330-1056 

Padre Gerry McMillan                                705-329-0338 

Padre      Terry Bennett               705-329-0289 

Padre      James McKean               705-325-3859 

Sergeant-at-Arms   

Colour Sergeant  -   

Service Bureau ï Peter DeVillers                  705-326-2198 

 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

 

Poppy ï Bob Thomas 

Membership  -  Cathy Carde 

Sports   - Barry VanKoughnett 

Ways and Means - Michel Rousseau, Sandra Evans 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Youth Education  -  Kate Palmer  

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball ï Rick Purcell 

  Soldiersô Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

Seniors  -  Jane Lawson 

 

 

 

 

Office Personnel 
Administrator                          Sherri Bloodworth 

Office            705-325-8442 

Bar                                       705-325-1266 

  

   

 

 

Special Events 
Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn               

        Angela Paylor             705-323-9759 

 

Special Committee Chairs 
Legion Crest Complex    Peter DeVillers        705-326-2198 

Pipe Band Manager      Heather Shelswell     705-484-5433 

Sick & Visiting             Jane Lawson             705-330-1056 

 

                  

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 

 
President Beverly Brennan  705-331-3195          
1ST Vice President    Brenda Watt      705-325-8104  

2ND Vice President    Susan Swinton 705-325-0528 

Secretary           Laury McCullough   705-717-9643   

Treasurer     Suzanne Grant-Sibley   705-792-0384 

Sports Officer Pam Webb  705-796-0755 

Sgt at Arms Sandra Evans  705-826-8977 

Membership  Stacie Swinton  705-826-2108 

 

Executive Committee  & Chairs 
Banquet convenor- Dorothy Cotter  705-955-1884 

Ways & Means  - Craft Sale  - Darts                         

             Sherry Dallimore  705-715-8861                                            

             Candy Cashen  705-826-7907    

Ways & Means/Flags Izzy Broughton 705-323-3708    

Social  Sandy Robertson  705-259-0512 

Phoning Captain     Sharon Ross   705-727-9654       

Monday Cards     Sandra Evans    705-826-8977 

 

 

Address Vetôs Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer,  

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34          

   215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com
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Presidentõs Message 

 
Comrades 

I n May it was unfortunate to see the end of the Warminster Legion. Since COVID, it 
has been difficult to get volunteers to work. 
So they had to close. The good news was 
that they donated a lot of money to the 
community from the proceeds from the sale 
of their building. 

 On May 19
th
 there was a dedication 

of their monument. It was moved from the 
Legion building location to a park beside the 
Warminster Fire Department. 

 On June 5
th
 we had a successful 

volunteer luncheon for our veterans. The 
veterans appreciate us hosting these 
events. We are going to try to have two a 
year paid by the poppy fund. We thank the 
poppy fund and their volunteers for 
organizing these events. 

 On June 23
rd
 the Orillia 

Legion was excited to unveil 
and dedicate the the 
monument regarding Hunter 
Boats, the WW2 Fairmile 
Ship, the explosion that killed 
the 16 year old Air Cadet, and 
the firefighters that received 
the King George Medal for 
Fire Bravery. 

 Rob McCron and I have 
been working on this 
monument for the last 3 years.  
A lot of thanks goes to Rob 
McCron, the Orillia Legionôs 
historian, for all the hard work 
and research he has done to 
finalize this monument. 

 We also thank the City 
of Orillia for working with us 
on this monument. 

          The Scottish Festival is 
July 20th. We are glad to see it 
back at the Couchiching Park. 
We hope all Legion members 

come out and support the Scottish Festival. 

 We are in DESPERATE need for 
volunteers for bingos. Our bingo is run only 
on Wednesday evenings.  It runs from 5:30 
to 9:30. It is not hard work. If interested, you 
could volunteer for one or two bingos a 
month. Bingos are very important to the 
Orillia Legion. 

Call Rick Purcell ï 705-330-4815 if you are 
able to volunteer for bingos and help the 
legion. 

 We hope everyone has a safe and 

fun summer 

Yours in comradeship: 

Rick Purcell,                                                               

President, Branch 34 

 

 

 

 

 Branch34 President Rick Purcell and Padre Gerry 
McMillan and many other members of Branch 34 attended 
the Dedication Ceremony of the new Cenotaph in 
Warminster. The Cenotaph was placed in Warminster 

Park following the closing of Branch 619 
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 Wednesday  

Nights 
 doors open at 5 p.m.            
Early birds start  

at 7 p.m.                                  
with regular games to                                           

to follow 

Save your    
beer can  

and pop 
can tabs    

 
Bring them to the branch. 

Branch 34 member                               
Gary Nicholson                                         

collects them from the branch and 
other restaurants in the area and 
takes them to a scrap yard. The    
money received is then donated to                                                 

Soldiersô Memorial  

Hospital 

Upcoming  

Dances   
 

July 27 

ñElvisò is in the     
building                        

Doors Open at 7 
Dance 8 p.m. to                  
midnight                             

$25.00 per person 

 
August  -  No Dance  

 

September 14 

Bob Taylor 

$7 members                        
$10.00 non members 

October 26 

Mil & The Thrills 

Halloweôen Dance 

$7 members                        
$10.00 non members 

 

Watch the bulletin 
boards for details! 
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Ladies Auxiliary  

Presidentôs Report 
Comrades 

T he Auxiliary ladies have been very busy since my last report.  We have catered the 
Veterans luncheon, the Branch Zone 
Convention, volunteer appreciation luncheon, 
the luncheon for the Warminster Legion 
dedication, luncheon for the Fairmile 
dedication, the OPPA Veterans luncheons, 
Celebrations of Life, Birthday parties, Baby 
showers and Retirement parties.  We have 
been a busy bunch. 

 We had 9 members attend the Spring 
Zone Convention in Coldwater.   

 Our Provincial Convention was held in 
Newmarket, we had 3 voting delegates, and 3 
observers attend.  Saturday night was a sock 
hop and we all attended in our poodle skirts 
and Bobbie socks.  Everyone had a great time. 

 Our ladies have done well in sports.  
Single and double darts were represented as 
well as euchre and cribbage teams.  One Dart 
Team came in first at the Zone level, they will 
advance to Provincial Darts in Brockville. 

 On July 3 a group of our ladies are 
going to the Gravenhurst market, always a 
great day.  We will have lunch together and 
compared our shopping. 

 A popsicle stick dart tournament is in 

the works.  Any information will be posted on 
the bulletin board.  Always lots of fun. 

 Our general meetings are held on the 
first Tuesday of the month starting at 7 p.m.  
For our executive members our meetings are 
held on the last Tuesday of the month at 7 
p.m.  We are always looking for new members 
please come and join us. 

 

Yours in comradeship                                                                

Bev Brennan                                                  

President Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary 
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Recollections of the 
Fairmile Q116 

By 97 year-old Norm Johnstone 

T he Fairmile Q116 was scheduled to be actively protecting shipping from German 
submarines in the St. Lawrence River and 
Atlantic coast in the winter of 1943/44 and so 
it was important for it to be through the canal 
systems before freeze up. To ensure this  
would happen Hunter Boats would hire 9 or 
10 high school kids during the summer to help 
with riveting the plankings 

 Stanley Peacock was one of the 9 or 
10 high school kids hired. Sometime during 
the summer he and I were selected to help 
the electricians install wiring and cabling 
throughout the ship.  We were both offered an 
opportunity to continue on the job after the 
school year started but we would have to miss 
a year of school.  Working on the boat while it 
travelled the canal system sounded more 
exciting than school and so it was that the 
stage was set. 

 The fuel tanks, next to the engine 
room, were filled with high octane gas on 
October 13 to make a trial run on Lake 
Couchiching the next day, and all was getting 
prepared to start the canal trip in the next few 
days.  In the process of filling the tanks some 
of the gas spilled over into the engine room. 

 As summer turned into fall, to meet the 
deadline of getting through the canal system, 
certain skills were asked to work overtime.  
One of the skills was electrician Russ 
Heighton and his helpers Stan Peacock and 
Norm Johnstone.  The other skills included 
engine mechanics Reg Bradley and Howard 
Brohm, who were working in the engine room 
and noticed a small of gas. Curiosity led Stan 
and myself to the engine room hatch to see 
what all the commotion was about down 
there.  Stan was there first so he had the best 
place to observe.  That was when the 
explosion occurred.  The blast blew Stan 
through the air, approximately 80 feet and 

over the back of the boat, according to one 
reports, where they found him in the water the 
next day. 

 

 

97 year-old Norm Johnstone, right, tells of 
the explosion of the Fairmile Q116.                                             

He survived the explosion that took the life 
of Stanley Peacock 

Former MP Bruce Stanton spoke on behalf 
of MP Adam Chambers 

Commander Peter Antonew represented 
the Royal Canadian Navy. 
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Wreath                 
Laying at the 
Fairmile                    
Monument 


