
 

In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow In Flanders Fields. 
Col John McCrae 

The Royal Canadian Legion, Orillia Branch 34             
215 Mississaga St., E Orillia, Ontario L3V 1W2 

Vetôs Gazette 

January 2025  

Congratulations 
Jen Szalay, Izzy Broughton, Charlene Schell and Amber Pember are shown 
with the trophy they won in the Ladies Auxiliary Zone Dart Tournament.     
Because of their win the Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary will host the 2025    
tournament and they will compete in the District tournament in the spring.                                

Well done ladies! 
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Branch Officers 

 

President -  Rick Purcell                                705-330-4815 

Immediate Past President - Bob Thomas      705-325-4695                        

1st Vice-President Chuck Penny                   705-955-2548 

2nd Vice -President Rob MvCron              705-687-7390 

Treasurer  - Brian Robertson              705-327-1825 

Cathy Carde                705-350-0126 

Sandra Evans                705-826-8977 

Barry VanKoughnett               705-350-0261 

Jane Lawson                705-330-1056 

Padre Gerry McMillan                                705-329-0338 

Padre      Terry Bennett               705-329-0289 

Padre      James McKean               705-325-3859 

Sergeant-at-Arms   

Colour Sergeant  -   

Service Bureau ï Peter DeVillers                  705-326-2198 

 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

 

Poppy ï Bob Thomas 

Membership  -  Cathy Carde 

Sports   - Barry VanKoughnett 

Ways and Means -  Sandra Evans 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Youth Education  -  Kate Palmer  

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball ï Rick Purcell 

  Soldiersô Memorial Hospital  - Chuck Penny 

Seniors  -  Jane Lawson 

 

 

 

 

Office Personnel 
Administrator                          Sherry Bloodworth 

Office            705-325-8442 

Bar                                       705-325-1266 

  

   

 

 

Special Events 
Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn               

        Angela Paylor             705-323-9759 

 

Special Committee Chairs 
Legion Crest Complex    Peter DeVillers        705-326-2198 

Pipe Band Manager      Heather Shelswell     705-484-5433 

Sick & Visiting             Jane Lawson             705-330-1056 

 

                  

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 

 
President Beverly Brennan  705-331-3195          
1ST Vice President    Brenda Watt     705-325-8104  

2ND Vice President    Pam Webb  705-796-0755 

Secretary/ Treasurer                                                             
Laury McCullough   705-717-9643   

Sports Officer Pam Webb  705-796-0755 

Sgt at Arms Sandra Evans  705-826-8977 

Membership  Stacie Swinton  705-826-2108 

 

Executive Committee  & Chairs 
Banquet convenor- Dorothy Cotter  705-955-1884 

     Brenda Watt      705-325-8104 

Ways & Means  - Craft Sale  - Darts                         

             Sherry Campbell   705-715-8861                                            

             Candy Cashen  705-826-7907       

Sick & Visiting Jane Lawson        705-330-1056 

Social  Sharon Monahan  705-826-4190 

  Sandy Robertson  705-259-0512 

Phoning Captain     Sharon Ross   705-727-9654       

Monday Cards     Sandra Evans    705-826-8977 

 

Address Vetôs Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer,  

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34          

   215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com                                                  

Our Web Site is http://www.orillialegion.com 

 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com
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Presidentõs Message 
 

2 024 was a good year for the Orillia Legion. 

There were a lot of successful events put on 
by a lot of hard working volunteers. 

 Without volunteers, the legion would 
not be able to survive 

 The barbecues were a huge success 
every two weeks during the summer.                       
 The dances were a success this year.  

 We tried a couple of new things this 
year put on my some new volunteers. We 
had the Shepherds Pie supper and we had 
a Christmas turkey supper prepared and 
served by volunteers. 

 All of the above events were due to a 
lot of very hard working volunteers. It is 
difficult to name all the volunteers and I 
donôt want to miss anyone. But thanks to all 
of you for making 2024 a successful year. 

 We are going to try something new in 
2025. We are going to have a BIG BAND 
evening in March. Watch for the 
announcements. 

 We had a successful Poppy 
Campaign this year. We thank all who came 
out to help for the Poppy Campaign and 
thank the citizens of Orillia for supporting 
our Legion.  

 Our sports leagues: our three dart 
leagues; our pool league and pool players; 
and our cards players have all helped the 
branch be successful. 

 We had a very successful  Childrenôs 
Christmas party with one of the largest 
numbers of children in years. Again, we 
thank the volunteers who made this 
possible. 

 Just before Christmas, through the 
Poppy committee, we handed out gift bags 
to our veterans, a lot of them being in 
nursing homes. This is an important part of 
our caring for veterans. Again it was made 
possible by the volunteers who made up the 

gift bags and those who delivered them. 

 The Orillia Legion worked on a very 
historic part of Orillia by installing a 
monument just outside the legion on the 
waterfront.  The monument acknowledges 
Hunter Boats who built the Fairmile Ship 
during WW2, an explosion that killed a 16 
year old apprentice electrician named 
Stanley Peacock, who was an Air Cadet in 
the Orillia 99 Lynx Squadron, as well as the 
fire department who rescued the other 
workers on the ship and put out the fire thus 
receiving 2 King George medals for fire 
bravery. 

 We are grateful to have a very 
supportive Ladies Auxiliary. Thank you for 
all that you do.  Also thanks to our wonderful 
staff for their hard work and dedication.                                                          
 Come out and support your branch 
and volunteer if you can. Even a little bit of 
volunteer work will go a long way to make 
the your branch a success. 

 From the President and Executive of 
Branch 34 we wish everyone a Happy 2025. 

Yours in comradeship: 

Rick Purcell,                                                               

President, Branch 34 

 

     Membership  

T he Early Bird campaign has ended and dues have returned to the full price of 

$70.00.  If you havenôt paid yet please do.  I 

am in the membership office most weekdays 

from noon until 4 p.m.  Paid up membership 

as of January 1st is 837.  The branch has 

1,055 members.. A huge shout-out and 

thanks to Diana Hancock, a new volunteer 

who has been helping in the membership 

office.  THANKS DIANA! 

Respectfully submitted                                         

Cathy Carde                                               

Membership Chair 
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Upcoming  
Entertaiment 

 

Saturday January 18     

Sam Calerri (aka Elvis)                          
and Friends SHOW 
Saturday February 15    

Sam McGiness Band 
Saturday  April 19   

Midnight Special Dance 

 
Cost for above is $7 for members                                            

$10 for non-members        

 

Saturday March 29   

Big  Band                                   
Dinner & Dance   

Watch for details 
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Ladies Auxiliary  

Presidentôs Report 
 

Comrades 

I  hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas Holiday and a Happy New Year. 

  
The executive treated the membership 
to a Christmas Dinner Meeting the first 

of December. We also welcomed a new 
member to our Auxiliary. 

 We had a joint executive meeting with 
the Branch, and we are planning a big band 
dance on March 29.  We will having the next 
joint meeting January 9, 2025. 

We had a representative lay a wreath at the 
Rama Remembrance Service and we 
attended the Remembrance Day service and 
Parade. 

 The Auxiliary ladies have been very 
busy.  We have catered many events since my 
last report.  We also had three events 
cancelled due to the weather.   

 We hosted Zone darts on December 7, 
it was a good turn out and had a great time.  
We have three teams advancing to District 
Darts.  With one of the teams coming in first 
place we will be hosting Zone darts next year.   
Our ladies continue to be involved in cribbage, 
euchre, and bid euchre. 

 We continue to support local Charities 
at Christmas Time.  We donated to The Green 
Haven Shelter for Women, 
Helping Hands, Mariposa 
Hospice House, The 
Salvation Army, The Sharing 
Food Place, The Orillia 
Youth Centre, and The 
Elizabeth Fry Society.  

 Our general meetings 
and executive meetings will 
meet again in March 2025.  
We take the winter meetings 
off.   We are still available 

for Celebrations of any kind during this time. 

 

Yours in comradeship                                  

Bev Brennan                             

President Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary 

 

Last Post 
        Lest We Forget   

 

Mill, Gordon, Canadian Regular Service, 
Ordinary Member Branch 34, 77 years old 
09/30/24 

Wood, Linda, Associate Member Branch 
34, 73 years old. 10/01/24 

Boorman, Robert  (Bob), RCR Special 
Forces, Korean War   Ordinary Member 
Branch 34, 92 years old, 12/01/24 

Cornish, Barry, Associate Member Branch 
34, 82 years old, 12/03/24 

 

At the going down of the sun         
and in the morning                                       

We Will Remember Them      

From companionship, medication reminders, meal                        
preparation, to respite care, we provide you or your love 

one with an individual care plan. 

We make independence 

possible for our clients! 



Page 6 January 2025 

 



Page 7 January 2025 

 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

Remembrance Day 2024 


