
 

In Flanders Fields 
In Flanders fields the poppies blow 
Between the crosses, row on row,  
That mark our place: and in the sky 
The larks, still bravely singing, fly 
Scarce heard amid the guns below. 
 We are the Dead. Short days ago 
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow 
Loved, and were loved and now we 

lie in Flanders fields. 

 
Take up our quarrel with the foe, 
To you from failing hands we throw 
The torch; be yours to hold it high. 
If ye break faith with us who die 
We shall not sleep, though poppies 

grow In Flanders Fields. 
Col John McCrae 
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Branch Officers 

 

President -  Rick Purcell                     705-330-4815 

Immediate Past Pres- Bob Thomas   705-325-4695                        

1st Vice-President Rob McCron        705-687-7390 

2nd Vice -President Chuck Penny     705-955-2548 

Treasurer  -  Charon Varty                  289-259-0546 

Secretary - Brian Robertson         705-327-1825 

Cathy Carde           705-350-0126 

Jane Lawson           705-330-1056 

Bill Madigan                                         705-619-1110 

Dorothy Cotter            705-955-1884 

Padre Gerry McMillan                       705-329-0338 

Padre      Terry Bennett           705-329-0289 

Sergeant-at-Arms  - Sean Cousens    705-330-6993 

Colour Sergeant  -   

Service Bureau ï Peter DeVillers        705-326-2198 

 

 

 

 

Committee Chairs 

 

Poppy ï Bob Thomas 

Membership  -  Cathy Carde 

Sports   - Bill Madigan 

Ways and Means -  Dorothy Cotter 

PRO  - Rob McCron 

Leadership  -  Chuck Penny   

Seniors / Sick & Visiting -  Jane Lawson 

Youth Education  -  Kate Palmer 

Bingo, Air Cadets, Minor Ball ï Rick Purcell 

 

 

 

Office Personnel 
Administrator                          Sherri Bloodworth 

Office            705-325-8442 

Bar                                       705-325-1266 

  

   

 

 

 

Special Events 

Scottish Festival Carrie Dunn               

        Angela Paylor            705-323-9759 

 

Special Committee Chairs 

Pipe Band Manager Heather Shelswell 705-484-5433 

Sick & Visiting       Jane Lawson            705-330-1056      

 

                  

Ladies Auxiliary Officers 
President                Beverly Brennan    705-331-3195          

1
ST
 Vice President    Debbie Stanton   705-325-4240 

2
ND
 Vice President    Susan Swinton    705-796-0755 

Secretary/ Treasurer                                                             

Laury McCullough   705-717-9643   

Sports Officer Brenda Watt          705-325-8104 

Sgt at Arms Izzy Broughton          705-323-3708 

 

Executive Committee  & Chairs 

 
Membership  Stacie Swinton          705-826-2108 

Banquet convenor- Dorothy Cotter     705-955-1884 

Ways & Means  - Craft Sale  - Darts                         

             Sherry Dallimore        705-715-8861                                            

             Candy Cashen         705-826-7907       

Phoning Captain     Sharon Ross       705-727-9654       

Monday Cards     Sandra Evans        705-826-8977 

 

Address Vetôs Gazette Correspondence to:                            

Kate Palmer,  

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 34          

   215 Mississaga St. E., Orillia ON. L3V 1W2                

Phone (705) 325-8442 Fax (705) 325-3758 

Our email address is:                                                         

royalcdnlg34@rogers.com     

    Our Web Site is 

http://www.orillialegion.com 

 

mailto:royalacdnlg34@rogers.com
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Presidentôs Report 

 
Comrades. 

O 
ctober, November and December 
were quiet months. 

The branch had an excellent Poppy 
Campaign and an excellent Remembrance 
Day. The Orillia Remembrance Day might 
have had the largest crowd in many years.  

 The Dice Roll and Turkey Shoot went 
well and everyone seemed to have had lots 
of fun. 

 Fridays are our busiest days and 
nights. Meat Draws and 50/50 start at 5 p.m. 
and fun darts start with registration at 7:45 
p.m.  Come out and bring some friends, you  
will probably enjoy the time. 

 Our dances went fairly well in 2025. 
with our New Yearôs Eve Party with Even 
Steven selling out two weeks before the 
event.  It was a great night. 

 We have three Friday dinners 
planned during the winter. The first is 
January 16

th
 which is a Roast Pork dinner, 

then February 20
th
,  Fish and Chips, and 

March 20
th
 with Shepherds Pie. Come out, 

bring friends and enjoy a fun Friday evening. 

 2025 was quite a successful year for 
Branch 34. 

 January 2026 starts the 100
th
 

Anniversary of Orillia Branch 34 
celebrations. There are many special events 
planned for our Anniversary Year, and we 
are planning on having Anniversary Clothing 
available in the New Year. 

 There are events planned almost 
every second month in 2026. The First 
Event is our 50ôs themed Anniversary Dance 
on January 31

st
. The Orillia Big Band is 

assisting us with this dance. Our last Big 
Band Dance was a sell out. Buy tickets early 
if you are planning on attending. There will 
be prizes for the best dressed. 

 All of the events planned for 2026 are 
in the Gazette. 

 I thank all the volunteers that have 
helped make 2025 a successful year and 
look forward to an exciting 2026 Anniversary 
Year with many exciting events. 

 I thank the Ladies  Auxiliary for all the 
support they have given to our branch over 
the past years and for their many events in 
2025. They have helped make our branch 
very successful.  

 I also thank our executive for their 
hard work during 2025. We wouldnôt be 
successful without a dedicated executive. 

 We hope you all had a Great 

Christmas and New Yearôs celebration, and 

look forward to the exciting 2026. 

Yours in Comradeship: 

Rick Purcell,                                                                

President Branch 34 

 

 

ʸʸ Lynx Air Cadets 

Euchre Nights 
 
 
 
 
  February ʱʯ, ʱʯʱʵ                          
April ʱʳ, ʱʯʱʵ 
Doors Open at 6 p.m.                                              
Games start 7 p.m. sharp                                            

in the Branch 34 Normandy Room 

Tickets are being pre-sold by Staff Members of 
99 Lynx Air Cadets $15.00 per ticket    

 

   Contact  249-385-5697  or 

cacole99lynx@gmail.com 
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Upcoming  
Entertainment 

 
Saturday, January 31  
 Big Band 50ôs Dance  

100th Anniversary Kick-off                                                             
in the Normandy Room 

$30.00 per person 

Dress in your best 50ôs outfits  -  Light refreshments 

 

 

Saturday, February 14th 

Valentineôs Dinner              
and Dance                                    

6 p.m. to midnight 

Music by Bob Taylor 
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Ladies Auxiliary  

Presidentôs Report 
Comrades 

I 
 hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas 
Holiday and has a Happy, Healthy New 
Year.       

  In October we had 6 auxiliary members 
attend the Zone Convention in Waubaushene. 
Each time we attend we learn more and meet 
more ladies from our Zone. 

 Thank you to the Legion Complex for 
hosting a dinner at Kelseyôs in November, 
which my husband and I attended.  

 The ladies supported the Poppy 
Tagging, standing out in the cold, then coming 
to the branch for a hot drink and sandwich.  
The ladies attended the Orillia and the Rama 
Remembrance Day Services.  I had the 
honour of laying wreaths at our Cenotaph 
along with our Past President and at the Rama 
Cenotaph.  We love to parade and our Sgt at 
Arms carried our flag with great pride. 

 We hosted District darts November 
29
th
.  It is always a good time.  Out of the 3 

teams that represented our Auxiliary we had 
one team come in second place.  We advance 
to Provincial Darts in April.  Wish us lots of 
luck.   

 Our ladies continue to be involved in 
cribbage, euchre, and bid euchre. 

 The ways & means committee held the 
annual craft sale.  It was once again a huge 
success.  

 Our Officers treated the membership to 
a Christmas Dinner/Honours & Awards 
Meeting the first of December. Service 
medals, past officer medals and certificates of 

appreciation were awarded to very deserving 
members.  There was a lot of food, music and 
full bellies.  A lot of fun was had with the 
Christmas Crackers 

 The Auxiliary sponsored a family 
through the Salvation Army this year.  Thank 
you to the ladies who took the time to arrange 
this with the Salvation Army and to shop for 
gifts.    

 We continue to support the Branch.  
We donated $12,000.00 to the kitchen 
renovation and $5,000.00 throughout the year.  
We make yearly donations to The Green 
Haven Shelter for Women, Helping Hands, 
Mariposa House Hospice, The Salvation 
Army, The Sharing Place Food Bank, The 
Orillia Youth Centre, and The Elizabeth Fry 
Society.  

 The Auxiliary ladies have been very 
busy.  We have catered many events since my 
last report.  We also had events cancelled due 
to the weather.  This is the second year we 
had such awful weather that forced people to 
cancel their events. 

 I would like to thank all of the 
volunteers that took the time to help with 
lunches, craft sales, sport events and mostly 
the officers and the executive for their 
continued support.  We are a great team. 

 Our general meetings and executive 
meetings will meet again in March 2026.  We 
take January and February off.   We are still 
available for events during this time. 

 

Yours in comradeship                                                      

Bev Brennan                                                           

President                                                                    
Branch 34 Ladies Auxiliary 
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Upcoming  

Dinners  
 

Friday, January 16   

   Roast Pork                                
with roast potatoes, vegetables 

and dessert 

 

Friday, February 20                    

Fish and Chips                     
with cole slaw, buns and          

dessert 

 

Friday March 20                           

Shepherdôs Pie                                   
with salad,  buns and dessert 

 

All meals are $23.00 and 
will be served at 6 p.m. 

Mayor Don McIsaac, left, Bob Thomas, Brian 
Robertson, Kate Palmer and Rick Crouch 
raise the Poppy Flag to start the beginning of 

the Poppy Campaign 

Second Vice President, Chuck Penny; Branch 34                         
President Rick Purcell; Zone E5 Commander 
Bruce Henn and 100th Anniversary                            

Committee Chair Kate Palmer get ready to display 
the new anniversary banner on our building. 

HOCKEY POOL 
Take your chance to win $195.00 
in the weekly hockey pool.        
Squares are sold on the                                
Saturday night NHL game. 

    

Only $5.00 per square. 

Only 49 squares! 
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Support for Cadets and 
Junior Canadian Rangers 

 

T 
he Royal Canadian Legion's mission 
is to support Veterans, promote 
Remembrance and strengthen 

communities. As part of our commitment to 
our communities, the Legion is involved in 
developing youth leadership at the local and 
national level. Canadaôs youth play a crucial 
role in the growth of our communities and in 
continuing the tradition of Remembrance. 
 The Royal Canadian Legion has a 
long and valued partnership with Cadets 
and Junior Canadian Rangers (JCR). 
Cadets and JCR engage in varied and 
unique experiences and develop 
competencies in leadership, citizenship, and 
physical and mental fitness. 
 Cadets and JCR volunteer with the 
Legion Poppy Campaign, support our 
Veterans and take active roles in 
commemorative ceremonies across 
Canada. These youth play a significant role 
in supporting Legion activities and 
promoting Remembrance. In return, Legion 
Branches assist corps, squadrons and 
patrols in various ways that add to the 
success of the programs.  
 In addition to being a major sponsor 
and supporter of Cadet Corps, Squadrons 
and JCR Patrols across the country, the 
Legion sponsors the Cadet Medal of 
Excellence which honours outstanding 
Cadets and JCR. It is awarded in 
recognition of individual endeavours in 
citizenship, which enhance the aims and 
objectives of the Canadian Cadet 
Organizations.  
 Each year, select Cadets and JCR 
from across Canada assist dignitaries with 
their placing of wreaths during the National 
Remembrance Day Ceremony in Ottawa.  

 The Legion is proud to support 
Canadian Cadet Organizations and offers all 
Cadets and JCR, of age of majority, a one-
year free membership in the Legion. 

Open Mic        

Music Jam  
 January 11 

February 9 

March TBD 

April TBD 

2 to 5 p.m. 

In The Vimy Room 
Admission  

$5.00 per person 

  Wednesday  

Nights 
 Doors open at 5 p.m.            
Sales start at 5:30 p.m. 

Games start                     
at 6:30 p.m. 

https://www.legion.ca/join-us/free-membership-for-graduating-cadets-jcr
https://www.legion.ca/join-us/free-membership-for-graduating-cadets-jcr
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Seniors 
 

Hello Comrades : 

T 
his year seemed to go by so quickly! 
I've had a few suggestions to bring 
forward in the spring,  Suggestions 

have been for more guest (if you have 
anyone in mind please let me 
know).   Karaoke fun, an adult Christmas 
party.  Lots of suggestions but please 
remember we are always in need of 
volunteers to make these events possible 
and thank you to all that volunteer now.  So, 
stay tuned.  For those who ask, yes Line 
Dancing will continue monthly.  Please keep 
an eye on the bulletin boards and Facebook 
for dates Thank you Richylnn ! 

 Sadly we lost too many of our 
comrades this year. Itôs through these 
difficult times we hold each other up and 
press forward. We will Remember them. 

 

Yours in Comradeship 

Your Senior's Liason 

Jane Lawson.   

I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas. 
Best wishes for a Happy New Year 

 

Membership 
Comrades, 

A 
fter a busy end of 2025 things have 

started to slow down in the 

membership office. Our membership 

currently stands at 1,053 members of which 

804 have renewed for 2026.  However, 
members continue to come in or are 

renewing through the Dominion Command 

website.      

 Thank you to all who have renewed.  I 

continue to be in the office most weekdays 

from noon to four p.m. and look forward to 

seeing you.  
Yours in comradeship                                       

Cathy Carde                                             

Membership chair                              

         

 

 

   Sunday January 18 

       Sunday February 1  

2 to 3 pm. 
Bring a friend,                                    
make a new one! 

 

$5.00 per dancer 

Back by Popular Demand 

With Richlynn 

Craft& 

Chat    
This is an afternoon where we can 
come together and craft or just chat. 
Sometimes we will have an instructed 
class or you can bring whatever you 
are working on (knitting, crochet,          
diamond art, needle point etc.)  I am 
hoping to do this once a month. So far 
three dates have been scheduled.   

 

Saturday, January 24, 1 p.m. 

Saturday, February 28, 1 p.m.                         
Saturday, March 28 1 p.m. 

All will take place in the Navy Room 

 

Hope to see you there! 
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January 2026 

 

Please Join Kim every Monday and Thursday for Yoga 

Mondays 9:45 a.m. Chair Yoga 

Thursdays 9:00 a.m. Combo Class                        

Mat and Restorative Yoga 

Thursdays 10:15 a.m. Chair Yoga 
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Poppy  

Report 
 

Comrades 

I tôs now January and the 2025 Poppy Campaign seems so long ago. To 
acknowledge everyone who contributed to 
the success of the campaign would be 
impossible. For the assistance of the 
taggers, those who distributed counter top 
boxes, and the money counters we are 
eternally grateful.  When the two Tag Days 
started there were only a couple of empty 
spots on the Tag Board.  Special thanks has 
to go to Barb Hird who kept track of where 
the taggers were going and to Marg 
Robertson who took charge of the counting 
room. Thanks also to the volunteers from the 
Orillia Terriers Junior C Hockey team, the 99 
Lynx Squadron Air Cadets and the Navy 
League Cadets for assisting with Tag Days. 
It is always so nice to see young people 
involved in anything to do with 
Remembrance Day. 

 Just three days before Christmas 
volunteers gathered to fill 130 bags of 
ñgoodiesò that were later delivered to 
veterans in long-term care and retirement 
homes.  We hope we made the holidays a 
little brighter with this small gift. 

 Our Service Officer, Peter DeVillers 
continues to get calls from veterans in need 
of assistance.  Please call him if you or 
anyone you know needs help.                                                          
 Members of the Poppy Committee 
wish all members of Branch 34 and 
especially all Veterans a happy and healthy 
New Year. 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

The Poppy Committee  

 

Show Your Pride and 
wear 100th Anniversary 

Clothing 

T 
he Anniversary committee has 
collaborated with Good Things to 
make available a number of clothing 

items to commemorate the 100th  
Anniversary of Branch 34 as well as 
Dominion Command.  Booklets showing the 
clothing available are located throughout the 
branch and items will be set up in the display 
case in the front foyer. 

 Cheryl Rumohr, a sales 
representative for Good Things will be at the 
branch on Friday, January 16 and Friday, 
January 23 from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. with 
samples for sizing and to take orders. 
 Articles available include jackets, 
vests, hoodies, sweat shirts, golf shirts, t-
shirts and caps. 

Special Thanks to              

Orillia Foodland                                 
for the donation of the               

fruit and                                          

Gillian Stockdale Realtor                                   

of Century 21                                       
for the donation of the                   

calendars 
that were included in the            
Veteranôs ñgoodie bagsò 
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Come to the 

Trail Walk Café                           

At The Legion  

 
Open Friday, Saturday, Sunday and  

Holidays 

From 8 to 11:30 a.m. 

Sides  

Side Fruit         $1.50 

Scallop Potatoes        $4.75                                 
Cheese Potatoes                               $4.25                          
Mashed Potatoes                               $3.75 

Home Fries         $3.75 

Cheese         $1.75                
Swiss, Cheddar, Mozzarella 

Mushrooms        $1.00 

Trio of Sweet Peppers      $1.00 

3 Bacons, 3 Hams or 2 Sausages    $3.95 

3 Peameal        $4.50 

Toast         $2.95 

Plain Bagel        $2.95                           
Gravy                                                $1.00                               
Tomatoes                                          $1.50 

Drinks  

Canned  Pop       $1.40 

Bottled Water      $1.25 

Hot Chocolate                $2.25 

Milk (Chocolate or White)     $1.90 

Orange Juice       $2.50 

Apple Juice       $2.50                                   
Coffee        $2.50 

Tea        $2.50 

 

Please inform your server of any food allergies 
or dietary restrictions. 

Open  

Snooker  

Tournament  
Every weekend  

 

Doubles on Saturdays 

Singles on Sundays 
 

Registration 
each day at 
10:30 a.m. 

Everyone                   
welcome 

To help celebrate   
Branch 34ôs                            

100th Anniversary 

The Ladies Auxiliary will 
bring back their popular 

  

SOUP AND 
SANDWICH 
LUNCHEON 
Tuesday,  

March 17 
Watch for details 
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Trail Walk Café   At The Legion  

Breakfast  

2 Eggs Your Way   $7.25 

Add Bacon, Ham or Sausage $10.50 

Add Peameal   $11.00 

Add Steak              $16.50 

Add Scalloped Potatoes  $3.00 

 

Big Breakfast             $15.00      
3 Eggs Your Way, 2 Bacon                                
2 Sausage, 2 Ham 

 

Cheesy Breakfast  $13.50               
2 Eggs, Ham, Bacon or Sausage                    
with Fried Scalloped Potatoes 

 

Corn Beef ,                                  
Hash & Eggs      $14.00     
Corn Beef, Caramelized Onion                
Home Fries, Eggs 

 

Waffles    $10.10       
with fruit              $11.25 

 

Pancakes    $10.10  
with fruit    $11.25 

 

3 French Toast   $10.10 
With fruit    $11.25 

 

All Breakfasts include           
Fresh Home Fries, Toast,              

Coffee or Tea 

 

 
TAXES NOT INCLUDED 

Omelettes  

Vegetarian    $11.50 

Spinach & Feta   $10.75 

Meat Lovers (Ham, Bacon  $12.95   
and  Sausage) 

Classic Western   $10.25   
Mushroom Swiss   $10.85    
Mediterranean   $12.95 

 

 

Eggs Benedict 

 
Salmon    $12.75 

Peameal    $11.50 

Ham     $10.95 

Bacon     $10.75 

Sausage    $10.75 

Spinach    $10.75 

 

Lighter Options 

 
Bagel with cream cheese  $5.99 

 

Smoked Salmon, Red Onion $10.99  
Capers, Cream Cheese 

 

Sandwiches  

Steak               $15.50 

Western    $10.25 

Bacon & Egg              $7.95 

Clubhouse              $12.50 

BLT               $8.95 

3 Cheese Grilled   $6.50 

Reuben              $12.95 
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Remembrance Day 2025 
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Remembrance Day 2025 


